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PRAYER. 



Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts ! Thou 
everlasting Father and Almighty Ood-man — di- 
vine Immanuel, the undeiiled Saviour of sinners 
—our eternal High-Priest and glorious King 
— the Prince of peace, and spotless Lamb of 
Ood, who wast slain on the cross for sin, and art 
now alive for evermore ; exalted to the throne of 
Jehovah, and '* glorified with the glory which thou 
hadst with the Father before the world was created.**' 
Oh ! how can sinful dust and ashes^ whose whole 
nature is corrupt and defiled^ filthy and abominable, 
undertake to speak concerning thy glorious hu- 
manity, whose essence is absolute purity, and whose 
name is unchangeable love ! One spiritual glimpse 
of thy transcendent excellencies and perfections, 
fills the soul with sorrow for its depravity and cor- 
ruption, lays prostrate all imaginary holiness, and 
the transgressor ''falls at thy feet as dead :"* but, 
gracious Immanuel, thou hast only to lift up the 

♦ Rev. i. 17 
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light of thy countenance and shine upon us ; and 
as the dark moon receives her light from the sun 
in the firmament, and appears glorious to the view 
of man^ so do we reflect thy brightness, and seem 
comely in the eye of the Father, through thy 
beauty radiating upon us : we are strong in the 
strength of thy holiness, ^^ and rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God."* Puriiy our unclean lips with 
the spirit of burning ; sprinkle our consciences with 
the blood of the perpetual sacrifice ; wash us in 
the laver of regeneration ; and grant that, laying 
aside our common apparel, we may put on the 
white linen garments which thou hast provided for 
thy spiritual priesthood, and enter the inner court 
of thy sanctuary, to implore the grace and help of 
our victorious Redeemer and royal Melchizedek, who 
is seated upon a magnificent throne, '^high and lifted 
up,"+ We approach thee in a day of trouble, re- 
buke, and blasphemy : — the enemy has taken crafty 
coimsel against thy Zion ; and to whom else can 
we apply for aid, but to " the great Prince, which 
standeth for the children" of the kingdom.^ 
Stretch forth thy golden sceptre, that we may draw 
nigh and behold our King in his beauty, and en- 
courage ourselves in the Lord our Ood ! With 
such an Almighty ruler and sovereign on our side, 
what have we to fear ? Hast thou not all dominion 
in heaven and earth? Is not thy divine humanity 

* Rom. V. 2. t Isaiah, vi. 1. if Dan. xii. 1. 
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enthroned, and endued with an everlasting sacer- 
dotal power^ that thou mightest be a '^ merciful 
high-priest in things pertaining to Ood ?'^* Thou 
art '^ magnified above all the name'^f of Jehovah 
in heavenly and earthly dignity ! On thy head are 
many resplendent diadems ; the crown of Deity, 
and the crown of thy pre-eminent humanity ; the 
crown of HOLINESS TO THE LORD, as our 
everlasting Melchizedek and omnipotent governor ; 
and the crowns of thy many complete victories, as 
the captain of our salvation, overjthe usurper : and 
under thy feet, on " the paved work of sapphire- 
stone,"^ are the innumerable crowns of all thy 
ransomed people ! Thy royal tribunal is encircled 
with the beautiful memorial of thy covenant love— 
'^ the rainbow, in sight like unto an emerald."§ 
Thy appearance is as '^the amber-coloured fire, 
thy brightness as the unclouded light,''|| and thy 
divine countenance as the sun, shining in the 
plenitude of its strength, beaming with love for the 
daughters of Jerusalem ! Thy purity is so tran- 
scendently white, and thy splendour so dazzling, 
that the starry firmament seems unclean, and all 
its lustre disappears, when brought into comparison 
with thy holiness and majesty ! In thy sublime 
presence the angelic hosts veil their faces, and adore 
thy wisdom and power, by which they are upheld 

* Heb« ii. 17. f Psa. cxxxviii. 2. j: Exod. xxiv. 10. 
^ Rev. iv. 3. II Ezek. i. 27 ; Hab. iii. 4. 
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in innocence and righteousness ! They contem- 
plate^ in silent awe and admiration^ the gradual de- 
yelopement of "the fellowship of the mystery, 
which has been hid in the compassionate bosom of 
a triune Jehovah from all eternity, and learn the 
divine purposes of love to the church, '^^ in the 
agency of thy mysterious providence, and in the 
bountiful distributions of grace, mercy, and peace, 
which flow out of thy Godhead fulness into Zion, 
as the broad streams and rivers issue from the 
"fountains of the great deep." They tune their 
harps to sweet, harmonious songs of praise and 
love, while we, ignorant, depraved earth-worms, 
instead of taking refuge in deep humiliation and 
self-abasement under the banner of thy cross, in- 
trude into those things which can only be spiritually 
discerned ; vainly puffed up in our fleshly minds, 
and with carnal reasonings, "profane babblings, 
and oppositions of science, falsely so called, err con- 
cerning the faith ; "f so that thy precious name, 
which is as " ointment poured forth/'| is blasphemed. 
We are Uzzahs, who have rashly laid our polluted 
hands upon the sacred ark of salvation, "the strength 
and presence of Israel ;"§ and have presumed 
(like the men of Bethshemeth) to look with un- 
sanctiiied minds into ^^ that holy thing, which the 
power of the Most High has overshadowed.'*' 



• Eph. iii. 9, 10. + 1 Tim. vi. 20, 21. J Songs, i.^S. 
^ Psalm cv. 4. [ Luke, i. 35. 



i 



PRAYER. 



" Surely we are most brutish, and have not the 
understanding of a man. We have neither learned 
wisdom, nor have we the knowledge of the holy."* 
It is of the infinite love and forbearance of a 
glorious threefold Jehovah, that we are not cut off 
in the very moment, that with vain and sinful curi- 
osity, we attempt to investigate the '^ secret things'^ 
of divine Omnipotence, with our corrupt, perverted, 
and finiteu nderstandings ; while we stupidly neglect 
the many revealed truths, '^ which belong unto us, 
and to our children for ever."f Gracious Saviour ! 
renew us in the spirit of our minds by the Holy 
Ghost, that we may never again yield to intellec- 
tual pride, by engaging in bold and unprofitable 
speculations upon the deep things of our God; 
but may we ever remember, that it is thy peculiar 
province to open the mysteries of the heavenly 
kingdom; and sit in child-like simplicity at thy 
blessed feet, under thy easy yoke, learning meek- 
ness and lowliness of heart from thy divine exam- 
ple ; and feeling the power and sweetness of thy 
precious words, which flowed &om thy lips like 
drops of sweet-smelling myrrh, and pure frankin- 
cense. Work in us to will and to do of thy good 
pleasure, that we may acquire an experimental 
knowledge of the doctrines of the everlasting gos- 
pel : and may thy love so constrain us, that we 
shall desire more to have our hearts subdued, made 

* Prov. XXX. 2, 3. + Deut. xxix. 29. 
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susceptible of holy impressions, humble, and con- 
trite, than to ^' speak with the tongues of men and 
angels, and to understand all mysteries."* Create 
in us a true hunger and thirst after righteousness, 
that we may learn to know thee as our Maker, cove- 
nant-head, elder brother, law-fulfiUer, prophet, and 
Redeemer ; our conqueror over the world, the flesh, 
and the devil, death and the grave; our High- 
Priest and King ; our hope and consolation in this 
vale of tears ; and our fruition of joy and bliss 
through all the endless ages of eternity. Deliver 
us from every unholy propensity, and from that 
haughty, vain-glorious, insatiable Leviathan, self, 
which dwells and reigns in every human bosom. 
Preserve us from that spurious faith, which is the 
offspring of arrogance and self-will ; and bestow 
upon us the genuine faith of God's elect, which 
works by love, and passively acquiesces in the dis- 
pensations of the Father ; who, after the counsel of 
his own supreme will, causes all things to work 
together for the good of his beloved children. 
Pour upon us a spirit of prayer and supplication, 
of meekness, love, power, and of a sound mind ; 
that communion with thee, our divine Saviour, may 
be the element in which our souls live, and thy 
holy word our continual sustenance and delight: 
*' sweeter than honey and the honey-comb,^ and 
refreshing as '^spiced wine of the juice of the 

* I Cor. xiii. 1, 2. 
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pomegranate."* May we so realize our union with 
thee, the source of all spiritual blessings, that being 
knit to our glorious head, '^and by joints and 
bands, having nourishment ministered,"f we may 
be filled with the marrow and fatness of gospel 
riches, *^and our bones flourish like a herb;":^ 
nrhile we shed the sweet and heavenly fragrance of 
thy precious name all around, by a holy life and 
conversation. 

They who have had a glimpse of the beauties 
of holiness in thee, our glorious Immanuel, and 
who have contrasted thy inherent perfections and 
spotless purity with their own sinfulness and uni- 
versal pollution, bewail the late attempt of the 
enemy of souls, to undermine the foundation upon 
which they stand for eternity. Lord ! we would 
raise the exceeding loud and bitter cry of thine 
elect : " Avenge us of our adversary r Destroy, 
with the breath of thy mouth, that blasphemous 
doctrine, which would impute peccability to the 
immaculate substitute of redeemed sinners ! In 
thine ancient church, a tree which was but an 
emblem of our life-giving, soul-sustaining vine, 
when cast into the waters of Marah made them 
sweet : oh ! suffer not our inveterate foe to fling 
gall and wormwood into the pure *^ river of life," 
with a design to render its streams bitter i Give 
thy misguided children wisdom and discernment 

* Songs, viii. 2. t Col. ii. 19. t Isaiah, Ixvi. 14. 
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to detect the counterfeits and subtleties with which 
Satan is leading them into false paths, and endea- 
vouring, if possible, to defraud them of their inhe- 
ritance. In all ages of the world, he has left no 
means untried which his craftiness could suggest^ 
to counteract the glorious work of redemption, and 
to intercept our views of thy beauty and dignity ; 
but his late attempt to 8.ully thy undefiled flesh and 
blood, is the most ingeniously contrived web that 
he has ever spun for the entanglement of souls. 
'^ May the net which he has spread catch himself; 
into that very destruction may he fall ! ''* " Arise, 
oh ! thou God of Jeshurun ; all-conquering war- 
rior, who ridest upon the heavens in our help, and 
in thine excellency on the sky !"t " Grird thy 
sword upon thy thigh with thy glory and majesty ;'*$ 
contend with the usurper and terrible one, and 
deliver the souls which the Father hath given thee 
for an everlasting portion out of his hands I Root 
out this false doctrine, which has been *^ privily 
brought in,"§ and which is stealing through the 
land, while its advocates are deceived into a belief 
that they are establishing pure churches, and doing 
thee service. Many are so intoxicated with the 
strong delusions of the father of lies, that they 
cannot listen to the words of truth and soberness ; 
but, if thou whisper to their consciences in thy sweet, 

♦ Ps. XXXV. 9. + Deut xxxiii. 26. X P^« ^^^- ^» 

^ 2 Peter, ii. 1. 
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Still, small voice, they must hear thee I Radiate 
their souls with the light of thy salvation, oh ! thou 
bright and glorious ^* Moming^tar,"^ that the mists 
of error may be dispelled, the frauds of Satan made 
manifest, and every imaginary virtue disappear, in 
which he has been building up his captives. Be- 
holding themselves in the clear transparent mirror 
of thy intrinsic purity and holiness, may they discover 
the mystery of iniquity which dwells in the secret 
recesses of their own bosoms, — the inherent pollution 
which is incorporated in every particle of their 
sinful nature, — and renounce every false view, which 
could lead them to suppose that the armour of flesh 
and blood in which thou didst flght our battles, was 
as fallen and corrupt as the vile body of sin and 
death, from which it was one object of thy glorious 
incarnation to deliver us. In thy immaculate per- 
son, all divine and human perfections are blended 
together in sweet harmony, like the colours of 
*' the bow in the cloud, in the day of rain ;"* while 
our mouldering houses of clay are diseased with a 
fretting leprosy. We may scrape them round about, 
and pour out the dust and take other stones and 
mortar, and plaster them up ; but the plague of 
sin breaks out again and again : — there is no remedy 
but dissolution ; they must be broken down, and 
the stones, timber, and mortar carried forth out of 
the city into an unclean place.f While we are 

* Ezek. i. 28. t Lev. xiv. 40—45. 
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journeying to our everlasting home^ often bowed 
down with infirmity, and in bitterness of soul 
through the secret abominations of the old nature, 
when the fountains of the great deep of inward de- 
pravity are broken up, the floods lift up their 
voice, and the waves of temptation and conflict 
pass to and firo ; oh ! how sweet is it to look up to 
thee, the Holy One of Israel, who art all-glorious 
within, and whose transcendent purity saw no cor- 
ruption, either physical or moral ; and to feel as- 
sured that thou art our representative, and that the 
Father beholds us only in the face of his anointed. 
Thou art the divine man, whose unblemished holi- 
ness shall be a '' hiding-place from the wind, and 
a refuge from the tempest, when the blast of the 
terrible ones is as a storm against the wall:'"*^ — re- 
freshing to our poor barren souls as the first ripe 
figs and grapes to the weary traveller in the wilder- 
ness. And we have not a High-Priest who cannot 
be touched with a feeling of our infirmities, for thou 
hadst, as the man of sorrows, an experimental know- 
ledge of all human woe, the plague of inherent sin 
only excepted ; and the tenderness and compassion of 
a threefold Jehovah flow upon the church through 
thy sympathizing human bosom. ^^ In thy love and 
pity thou hast redeemed us, and in all our affliction 
thou art afflicted.^f ^^ Thy delights were with the 
sons of men when the foundations of the earth were 
* Isaiah, xxv. 4; zxxii. 2. f Isaiah, Ixiii. 9. 
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appointed/'* and thy everlasting love for Zion was 
of such infinite strength, that it could not be 
quenched by the many water-spouts of afiliction, 
which were poured upon thy innocent person, nor 
drowned by the floods of the Father's wrath due to 
sin, which inundated thy holy soul in that doleful 
garden of Gethsemane, when, as our substantial 
scape-goat, he '^ laid upon thee the iniquity of us 
all/^f Oh ! draw us with the cords of love, by the 
gracious influences of thy Holy Spirit, to Mount 
Calvary, and give us such a spiritual view of thy 
spotless humanity, offered upon the cross for a 
sweet-smelling sacrifice to t}ie Father, that we may 
depart from every unclean thing, singing praises to 
the beauties of holiness in our glorious ransom. 
Wash away our sins in thy precious, divine blood, 
and purge our consciences from dead works, that we 
may worship and serve thee, the living God, in 
spirit and in truth. *^ Other lords beside thee 
have had dominion over us : " but henceforth may 
we ^' make mention of thy name,'' even of thine 
only. X 

Holy Father ! who hast elected Zion from ever- 
lasting, and secured her in an unchangeable cove- 
nant, ^'ordered in all things and sure ;" and who 
dost condescend, as the great husbandman of thy 
beloved Son's vineyard, to prepare, and perfect re- 
deemed souls for the heavenly paradise ; ^^ take 

♦ Prov. viii. 29 — ^31. t Isa. liii. 6. ± Isa. xxvi. 13. 
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away the foxes that spoil the vines," * root out every 
poisonous weed of the enemy's planting, and cause 
the south wind to blow upon our glorious Imma- 
nuel's garden, that " the fig-tree may put forth her 
green figs, and the vines give a good smell, the 
tender grapes appear, and the pomegranates bud 
forth, and the spices flow out,'** that he may ** come 
down to see the fruits of the valley, and to gather 

lilies."t 

Holy, glorious, triune Jehovah ! vouchsafe to 

shed the heavenly dew of thy grace upon the testi- 
mony of a sinful worm, that like the replenished 
fleece of Gideon, it may yield a bowl-full of pre- 
cious unction for thy remnant, as an antidote to 
Satan*s poison. Deliver her from every earthly 
motive that would insinuate itself into the deep 
and intricate recesses of the human heart, and 
fleshly mind, under which she groans in common 
with all her fellow-travellers to Jehovah-Shammah ; 
and which we must continue to deplore, until our 
emancipated spirits shall wing their flight into the 
regions of purity and bliss ; where, arrayed in white 
robes with palms in our hands, we shall ascribe 
blessing and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, 
and honour, and power, and might, unto our ever- 
lasting Father, our divine elder Brother, and the 
holy Comforter, for ever and ever. Amen. 

HaUelujah ! 

* SoDgs, ii. 15. f Songs,ii, 13$ iv. 16; vi. 2, 11. 
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^'Benot carried about with divers, and strange doctrines; 
for it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace.'* 
— Heb. xiii. 9. 

<' One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek 
after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire 
in his temple."-^Psalm xxvii. 4. 



A LETTER, &c. 



^^ Grace, mercy, and peace be multiplied unto all 
the spiritual Israel, through the knowledge of our 
God and Saviour Jesus Christ ! " 

^' The foundation of God standeth sure, having 
this seal, — the Lord knoweth them that are his ; " * 
and though Satan may be permitted to mislead for 
a season, he cannot ultimately deceive one of the 
elect, so as to pluck him out of the hand of our 
covenant elder Brother and glorious Head, in 
whom they were all secured before the creation, 
from everlasting to everlasting. I believe, that 
many of you, my dear friends, who are at present 
wandering in an intricate labyrinth of error and 
misconception, are of the blessed countless number, 
whose names are engraven upon the heart of our 
compassionate Surety, and written upon the palms 
of his hands ; therefore, as is not unsuitable in one, 
who, by the sovereign grace and mercy of Jehovah, 

♦ 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
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has been delivered out of the very snare in which 
you are held captive, and who has had a faint 
glimpse of *' the King in his beauty," since she 
renounced all false views concerning the peccability 
of his divine humanity, she would cast the pure 
unleavened bread, which has been the nourishment 
and refreshment of her own soul, " upon the 
waters,^"* in the humble trust that some of the chil- 
dren of the covenant may also derive from it, health, 
strength, and consolation. " In the morning," 
says the preacher of wisdom, '^ sow thy seed, and 
in the evening withhold not thine hand : for thou 
knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or 
that, or whether they both shall be alike good." * 
Having tasted its bitterness, and witnessed much 
devastation in the outward church, occasioned by 
this new-fangled doctrine of Immanuel's fallen flesh, 
which would degrade the purity and majesty of the 
meek and lowly Saviour of sinners, I do most sin- 
cerely deplore its promulgation. It is, alas ! too 
congenial to our corrupt nature, of which it is the 
offspring, not to be readily embraced by the unre- 
generate, who have not been brought under the 
Spirit's teaching; and it has assumed too many 
plausible shapes, and been presented under too 
many specious modifications, not to mislead some 
of the "babes in Christ," who are ignorant of the 
complicated devices of Satan. " Some of under- 

♦ Eccl. xi. 6. 
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Standing, also, have fallen into the error, and all its 
train of evil consequences ; and their departure 
from the ^^ faith once delivered to the saints/' has 
doubtless been permitted, ^^ to try them, and to 
purge, and to make them white." * I know, both 
from experience and observation, with what perti- 
nacity the depraved human understanding, and pha- 
risaical mind, will cling to any opinions, which 
minister to the pride and self-exaltation of the 
deceitful heart. There is such a filthiness in the 
most unsullied conceptions and imaginations of the 
natural mind, that unassisted by divine instruction, 
we are incapable of comprehending the absolute 
purity^ and unblemished righteousness, which could 
alone satisfy the wisdom, justice^ and holiness of 
the Most High God ; who is of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity, and who requires truth in the in- 
ward parts : therefore has Jehovah given us 
^' line upon line, and precept upon precept," con- 
cerning this exalted subject ; conveyed in types, 
emblematical representations, shadows, and pro- 
phecies, until the appearance of the glorious reality, 
in the divine incarnation of the ^^ only begotten of 
the Father," when ^^ a man was made more precious 
than fine gold; even than the golden wedge of 
Ophir;"-|* because essentially sinless, andinca^ 
pable of falling ; in whom dwelt all the fulness of 
the Godhead. This is a most precious truth ; and I 

* Dan, xi. 35. t Isai. xiii. 12. 
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implore you, my dear firiends, as you value the 
interest of your immortal souls, to have the candour 
and complacency to examine with me some of the 
prefigurations of the Old Testament, which sym- 
bolized the holiness and impeccability of our glo- 
rious Immanuel ; and may the Holy Ghost, the 
Comforter, vouchsafe his gracious presence, and 
manifest to us the beauties and loveliness of this 
infinitely valuable pearl, " the holy seed," the 
second Adam, the Lord from heaven, who was 
^^ more ruddy in body than rubies, and whose 
polishing was of sapphires.'^ * 

I must first premise, that all the saints of God, 
under the patriarchal and levitical dispensations, 
were deeply convinced of their own depravity and 
universal pollution, and of their ruined condition 
without a Redeemer. They were regenerated by 
the same Holy Spirit, and influenced by the same 
divine grace, as believers are now in gospel times ; 
and their faith was directed to the spotless Lamb of 
God, prefigured in the animal sacrifices ; who, at 
the time appointed in the divine counsels, would 
fulfil all righteousness, as their Substitute, and pour 
out his innocent blood for the remission of sin. 
Some rays of the ** bright morning star ^^ shone 
through the veil, which covered the representations 
of our glorious Christ, before his incarnation ; and 
many sweet foretastes were vouchsafed from time 

• Lam. iv. 7. 
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to time, to cheer the travellers in theur pilgrimage 
through this vale of tears, to the land of Immanuel, 
where sorrow and sighing shall flee away, and there 
shall be no more death. Noah, whom grace alone 
made to diiFer from the reprobates by whom he was 
surrounded, ^' became heir of the righteousness 
which is by faith,^ * and recognizing the funda- 
mental doctrine of man's inherent corruption, that 
<< every imagination of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil from his youth," -f" all his hopes of 
salvation, were centered in the promised '' seed of 
the woman ; " the intrinsic purity of whose huma- 
nity, could alone satisfy the infinite holiness of 
Jehovah, who would accept him as the Head and 
Surety of his people; and whose new-creating 
Spbit should recover them out of the ruins of the 
fall, by renewing their souls, and making them 
*^ partakers of the dinne nature.":]: It was the sub- 
stantial, holy, and undefiled atonement of the 
Saviour of sinners, that was prefigured by the clean 
beasts, and clean fowls, which Noah sacrificed after 
the deluge ; and the smoke of these burnt-ofierings 
ascended up before Jehovah as a sweet-smelling 
savour; their fragrance being derived from the 
purity and preciousness of the blood and righte- 
ousness of our glorious Immanuel, the Lamb of 
God, slain from the foundation of the world, in the 

• Heb. xi. 7. t Gen. viii. 21. J 2 Pet. i. 4. 
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counsels of the Father, of whom these types were 
emblems. 

Among the human prefigurations of our divine 
Saviour, Job and Joseph are conspicuous for holi- 
ness. Job, typified " the man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief,*"' in his sufferings and patience 
under them ; and he possessed ^^ the faith of God's 
elect " in this spotless Redeemer, who should stand 
in impeccable flesh and blood at the ^^ latter day 
upon the earth,*" * as the deliverer of his people 
from the bondage of sin and Satan. That patriarch 
describes the humanity of " Christ, who is the wis- 
dom of God in a mystery,'' •(• in such metaphorical 
language, as represents his infinite preciousness to 
be so great, on account of its inherent purity, as to 
exceed in value the richest treasures of the mate- 
rial world. ^^ It cannot be gotten for gold, neither 
shall silver be weighed for the price thereof. It 
cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the 
precious onyx, or the sapphire. The gold and the 
crystal cannot equal it ; and the exchange of it shall 
not be for vessels of fine gold. No mention shall 
be made of coral, or of pearls ; for the price of wis- 
dom is above rubies. The topaz of Ethiopia shall 
not equal it, neither shall it be valued with pure 
gold." I While Job had such exalted views of the 
pre-eminent holiness of his kinsman Surety, he 
entertained the most debasing conceptions of his 

• Job, xix. 25. + I Cor. ii. 7. i Job, xxviii. 16—19. 
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own native pollution, and acknowledged the neces- 
sity which existed, for the decomposition of his vile 
body, every particle of which he knew to be im- 
pregnated with sin. " My breath is corrupt, my 
days are extinct, the graves are ready for me. I 
have said to corruption, thou art my father ; to the 
worm, thou art my mother, and my sister.'' * 

The immaculate holiness of our glorious Im- 
manuel is prefigured in the external character of 
Joseph, though of course he was not inwardly 
exempt from the inherent corruption incident to 
every child of Adam. It is of the pre-eminent 
purity and sinlessness of the great Shepherd and 
precious Comer-stone of Zion, and his separation 
from the Adamic covenant, which involves all its 
children in sin and death, that Israel speaks, when 
he declares, among other refreshing predictions, 
" The blessings of thy father have prevailed above 
the blessings of thy progenitors, unto the utmost 
bound of the everlasting hills : they shall be on the 
head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of 
him that was separate from his brethren."-f Christ, 
the everlasting Father, whose name is Wonderful, 
was constituted the Head of an '^ everlasting cove- 
nant, ordered in all things, and sure,":{; which 
brings in* an eternal righteousness, immortal life, 
and unchangeable bliss for ever and ever. The 

* Job, xvii. 1, 14. f Gen. xlix. 26. i 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 
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apostle to the Hebrews, referring to the suitable- 
ness, of a spotless and impeccable glorious Mel- 
chizedek, to our fallen condition, says : ^^ For such 
an high-priest became us, who is holy, harmless, 
undefiled, separate from sinners^ and made higher 
than the heavens." ^ 

^^ The bush that burned with fire, and was not 
consumed,^ "f* in which the beloved messenger of 
the covenant appeared to Moses, was an emblem of 
the Son of God '^ manifest in the flesh," to offer 
himself a whole burnt-offering for the sins of his 
people; tried, tempted, bruised, afflicted, and 
scorched with the extremity of human suffering, 
yet, surviving like a mighty indestructible flame. 
'^ The enemy could not exact upon him " by in- 
fusing sin into his holy and impeccable humanity ; 
nor could it ^^ see corruption,'^ being unchangeable 
as the Oodhead which raised him out of the tomb, 
^^ having loosed the pains of death : because it was 
not possible that he should be holden of it.":|: 

The Jewish passover was ^' a shadow of good 
things to come; but the body is Christ."§ The inhe- 
rent purity and innocence of our substantial passover, 
the ^^ man who endured affliction by the rod of the 
Father's wrath,^ || was typified in the spotlessness 
of the pascal lamb, and in its being eaten with the 
entrails. ^^ Then said I, lo, I come : in the volume 

• Heb. vii. 26. + Exod. iii. 2. % Acts, ii. 24. 
^ Col. ii. 17. II Lam. iii. 1. 
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of the book it is written of me, I delight to do thy 
will, O my God : yea, thy law is. in the midst of 
my bowels."^ * ^' Your lamb shall be without ble- 
mish, a male of the first year : ye shall take it out 
firom the sheep, or firom the goats : and they shall 
take the blood, and strike it on the two side-posts, 
and on the upper door-post of the houses wherein 
they shall eat it And they shall eat the flesh in 
that night roast with fire, and unleayened bread ; 
and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. Eat not of 
it raw^ nor sodden at all with water, but roast with 
fire ; his head with his l^s, and with the purte- 
nance thereof." -f- The prohibition of leaven, one 
particle of which was not to be found in the house 
of an Israelite at this solemn season, has also 
a reference to our divine Substitute's exemption 
from inward pottution. *' Seven days shall there 
be no leaven found in your houses : for whosoever 
eateth that which is leavened, even that soul shall 
be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether 
he be a stranger or bom in the land.*" X 

The children of God, who were taught of the 
Holy Spirit, under the levitical dispensation, were 
fiilly aware that the sacrifice of lambs, bulls, and 
goats, could present to Jehovah no equivalent for a 
human soul ; but they were instructed by the un- 
blemished type, to look for the glorious reality in 
the future expiation of Immanuel, who, by one 

• Ps. xl. 7, 8. + Exod. xii. 6—9. J Ibid. xii. 19. 



34 A LETTER. 

sacrifice of a body, comprehending all the perfec- 
tions of holiness, should ^' please the Lord better 
than an ox or bullock that hath horns and hoofs." *■ 
It is with an eye to this immaculate Lamb of God^ 
that so many directions are given in the writings of 
Moses, concerning the spotless condition of the 
animal sacrifices. ^^ Thou shalt not sacrifice unto 
the Lord thy God, any bullock, or sheep, wherein 
is blemish, or any evil favouredness : for that is an 
abomination unto the Lord thy God.*" f The in- 
herent purity of the divine Saviour of sinners was 
also denoted by the washing of the animal's entrails. 
^' He shall wash the inwards, and the legs with 
water : and the priest shall bring it all, and bum it 
upon the altar : it is a burnt sacrifice, an offering 
made by fire of a sweet savour unto the Lord." J 

We have a lovely emblem of our glorious Im- 
manuers sinless Jlesh^ in the meat-offering of fine 
fiour, oil, and frankincense. ^^ And when any will 
offer a meat-offering unto the Lord, his offering 
shall be of fine flour ; and he shall pour oil upon it, 
and put frankincense thereon. And he shall bring 
it to Aaron's sons, the priests : and he shall take 
thereout his handful of the flour thereof, and of the 
oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof; and 
the priest shall burn the memorial of it upon the 
altar, to be an offering made by fire, of a sweet 

• Ps. Ixix. 31. + Deut. xvii. 1. J Lev. i. 13. 
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savour unto the Lord." * The pure humanity of 
our divine Surety, was so impregnated with a hea- 
venly unction, that like the holy perfume, composed 
of pure myrrh, sweet spices, cinnamon, calamus, 
and cassia, *^ tempered together after the art of the 
apothecary," f it possessed a fragrance most grate- 
ful to the Father, who is ^^ well pleased for his 
righteousness' sake.^^ t 

There is something peculiarly significant and inte- 
resting in the burning of the young, spotless, red cow, 
which presented a striking prefiguration of Zion's be- 
loved, who " is white and ruddy,'' § whom Satan in 
vain endeavoured to bring under his yoke. The incor- 
ruptibility of Immanuel was typified by the cedar- 
wood, and the power of his pure and precious blood to 
wash away sin, by the hyssop, which were cast into 
the flames, and consumed with the victim. The blood 
sprinkled seven times before the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, which represented the Church of Christ, 
denoted that she was perfectly cleansed from her de- 
filement, by the infinitely pure atonement which her 
divine Substitute would make at the time appointed 
in the counsels of Jehovah. '^ And the Lord spake 
unto Moses, and unto Aaron, saying, This is the ordi- 
nance of the law which the Lord hath commanded, 
saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that they 
bring thee a red heifer without spot, wherein is no 

• Lev. ii. 1, 2. t Exod. xxx. 35. 

^ Isai. xlii. 21. ^ Songs, v. 10. 
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blemish, and upon which never came yoke : and ye 
shall give her unto Eleazar the priest, that he may 
bring her forth without the camp, and one shall 
slay her before his face : and Eleazar the priest 
shall take of her blood with his finger, and sprinkle 
of her blood directly before the tabernacle of the 
congregation seven times : and one shall burn the 
heifer in his sight ; her skin, and her flesh, and her 
blood, with her dung, shall he burn : and the priest 
shall take cedar-wood, and hyssop, and scarlet, 
and cast it into the midst of the burning of the 
heifer.''* 

Salt was used in the sacrifices, as a symbol of the 
incorruptibility of our everlasting Melchizedek's 
glorious humanity, the immutable Rock upon 
which Zion was eternally established. " And every 
oblation of thy meat-ofiering shalt thou season with 
salt ; neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the cove- 
nant of thy God to be lacking from thy meat-offer- 
ing : with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt.^f 

The Levitical priesthood were partakers of that 
corruption and infirmity, to which all the descend- 
ants of Adam, without any exception, are liable ; 
and they '' needed daily to offer up sacrifices, first 
for their own sins, and then for the people's ; "J yet, 
as types of our undefiled Immanuel, they were re- 
quired to be free from every personal mark of 
deformity. '^ No man that hath a blemish of the 

• Num. xix. 1—6. t Lev. ii. 13. i Heb. vii. 27. 
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seed of Aaron the priest, shall come nigh to offer 
the offerings of the Lord made by fire : he hath a 
blemish ; he shall not come nigh to offer the bread 
of his God. He shall not go in unto the veil, nor 
come nigh unto the altar, because he hath a ble- 
mish ; that he profane not my sanctuaries.'" * The 
sacrifices are called the bread of God^ in allusion to 
Christ's immaculate flesh, which constitutes the life, 
and spiritual food of redeemed sinners. The erro- 
neous doctrine of its peccability, my dear friends, 
would deprive it of all its nourishing virtue. 

The intrinsic purity and loveliness of that holy 
nature, in which our incarnate God veiled his glory, 
are symbolized in the high-priest's robes. ^^ And 
thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron thy bro- 
ther, for glory and for beauty. And thou shalt 
speak unto all that are wise-hearted, whom I have 
filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may 
make Aaron's garments to consecrate him, that he 
may minister unto me in the priest's office.'' -j- The 
robe of the ephod was woven of one unmixed colour 
and substance, viz. fine blue flax ; to signify that 
the humanity of our immortal Melchizedek, would 
he free from every taint of sin and corruption, 
with which all other flesh is impregnated: and 
unlike the generality of vestures, it had a hole in 
the upper part, through which the high-priest 
passed his head ; to imply that the eternal Word, 

• Lev. xxi. 21, 23. + Exod. xxviii. 2, 3. 
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would clothe himself with flesh by an extraordinary 
divine conception. ** And he made the robe of the 
ephod of woven work, all of blue. And there was a 
hole in the midst of the robe, as the hole of an ha- 
bergeon, with a band round about the hole, that it 
should not rend.**^ * Its resemblance to a piece of 
armour is not without a meaning ; for rich and 
abundant are the allusions of the Holy Ghost, to 
the transcendent purity of that impeccable flesh, 
which our glorious Immanuel put on as a breast- 
plate, when he made himself ^^ a man of war," + in 
order to dash Leviathan in pieces, and guide his 
church to her holy habitation. The border of pur- 
ple, blue, and scarlet pomegranates, and the bells of 
pure gold with which the robe was adorned, sym- 
bolized the beauty, concord, and sweetness of our 
glorious Immanuel's mission, who came the har- 
binger of peace and love, to reconcile guilty man to 
the Father ; bringing such tidings from heaven, of 
divine love and mercy, as rendered his feet beau- 
tiful on the mountains of Zion. The bells were 
emblematical of the glad, harmonious sound, of free, 
unmerited salvation, through the pure and precious 
blood of the Lamb of God, when, on the great day 
of atonement, ^^ Christ was once oflered to bear the 
sins of many.^ And the pomegranates signified 
the refreshing nourishment of his holy, sinless flesh, 
which is most grateful to the taste of a hungry soul, 
* Exod. xxxiz. 23. t Ibid. xv. 3. 
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convinced of its own depravity and corruption: 
and his pure^ innocent bloody which is like the 
" spiced wine of the juice of the pomegranate," 
assuaging all thirst after righteousness^ and ^' going 
down sweetly, causing the lips of those that are 
asleep to speak." * 

The Urim and Thummim denoted, that the glo- 
rious Sun of Righteousness was the centre of all 
light and holiness, to be difiused upon his electa 
whose names are engraven upon his heart in indel- 
ible characters. His pre-eminence in immaculate 
righteousness, is typified in the royal diadem, ele- 
vated above the priestly mitre. ^^ And they made 
the plate of the holy crown of pure gold, and wrote 
upon it a writing, like to the engravings of a signet, 
HOLINESS TO THE LORD. And they tied 
unto it a lace of blue, to fasten it on high, upon the 
mitre, as the Lord commanded Moses." f 

The. blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen 
veil, exquisitely embroidered with cherubims, and 
hung upon gold chains before the Holy of Holies, 
is explained by the Spirit of God, under the New 
Testament dispensation, as symbolical of the divine 
flesh of Christ, which, on account of its essential 
holiness and union to the Deity, was the '' new 
and living way," by which sinners have access to 
the Father : from whom, our fallen and corrupt 
nature, would for ever have separated us, had not 

* Songs, vii. 9; viii. 2. + Exod. xxxix. 30, 31. 
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our incarnate Surety, after having fulfilled the law^ 
" magnified it, and made it honourable/' * ^' ob- 
tained a more excellent ministry than the Mosaic, 
and become the mediator of a better covenant^^ f 
abolishing the Levitical priesthood^ which was 
limited to one single tribe, and, constituting all the 
spiritual Israel, kings and priests unto God the 
Father. 

The temple at Jerusalem, with its superb orna- 
ments, and appendages, represented the incarnation 
of our glorious Immanuel, for Zion's salvation, and 
exaltation into the heavenly regions ; where he now 
sits upon his mediatorial throne, surrounded with 
glory and majesty ; '^ a minister of the sanctuary, 
and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, 
and not man.^^ } The two magnificent brazen pil- 
lars, Jachin and Boaz, in the porch of the holy place, 
adorned with pomegranates, chain-work, and wreaths, 
gracefully intermingled, were figurative of the beau- 
ties of holiness in our immortal Saviour; who upholds 
Zion by his mighty power, and in whom is treasured 
up all durable riches and strength. The ^^ flowers 
of lilies ^ which encircled the " molten sea,^ denoted 
the purity of that blood, which should flow in an 
infinite fountain from the heart of Immanuel, to 
wash our scarlet and crimson sins, into the white- 
ness of snow. § 

♦ Isai. xlii. 21. + Heb. viii. 6 ; x. 20. 

^Ibid. viii. 1,2. ^ 1 Kings, vii. 21, 22 ; 2Chron. iv. 5. 
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The pure golden pavement, the carved palm- 
trees, and other consummately sculptured deco- 
rations of the Holy of Holies, were emblematical of 
the triumphant holiness of our impeccable Cham- 
pion, and of the transcendent graces of his personal 
character, which were lovely and fragrant as ^^ the 
rose of Sharon, and lily of the valley," sweet flowers 
of the King of Zion's garden ; diffusing in the spi- 
ritual atmosphere of the church, grateful and ever- 
lasting odours, which no time can lessen or impo- 
verish ; and which have revived and refreshed 
believers in all ages. *^ Because of the savour of 
thy good ointments, thy name is as ointment 
poured forth." * " So Solomon overlaid the house 
within with pure gold : and he made a partition by 
•the chains of gold before the oracle ; he overlaid 
it with gold. And the whole house, he overlaid 
with gold, until he had finished aU the house ; he 
carved all the works of the house round about, 
with carved figures of cherubims, and palm-trees, 
and open flowers, within and without. And he 
garnished the house with precious stones for beauty : 
and the gold was gold of Parvaim. The two doors 
also were of olive-tree ; "^ (representing the holy 
humanity of Christ, " the way, the truth, and the 
life," through whom alone the believer can enter 
heaven ;) " and he carved upon them carvings of 
cherubims, and palm-trees, and open flowers, and 

* Songs, i. 3. 
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overlaid them with gold, and spread gold upon the 
cherubimsy and upon the palm-trees.'" * 

The ark of the covenant^ one of the most 
beautiful of the Mosaic emblems of our glorious 
Immanuely was constructed of the odoriferous, un- 
decaying wood of the shittah-tree ; which was not 
liable to be worm-eaten, and was of admirable 
beauty, solidity, strength, and smoothness ; to 
typify the hhcorruptihility and perfections of that 
human nature, which the eternal Son of God would, 
in the fulness of time, assume, and make the sinner's 
refuge. Its lining of pure gold was figurative of 
his inherent spotless innocence; and the two 
tables of the testimony were deposited therein, to 
indicate, that the spiritual law was written upon 
his heart J and incorporated in his holy fiesh. 
This sacred prefiguration of the ^^ strength and 
presence of Israel," was not to be touched by the 
polluted hand of man on pain of death : and if 
Uzzah was cut off for his temerity, or inexcusable 
ignorance, in profaning the shadow, how careful 
should we be, not to sully the purity and majesty 
of the substance, ^' who is the brightness of his 
Father's glory, and the express image of his per- 
son.'' t " And when they came to Nachon's 
threshing-floor, Uzzah put forth his hand to the 
ark of God, and took hold of it. And the anger of 

* 1 Kings, vi. 21, 22, 29, 32 ; 2 Chron. ill. 6. 

+ Heb. i. 3. 
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the Lord was kindled against Uzzah, and God 
smote him there for his error ; and there he died 
by the ark of God." * 

The sweet Psalmist of Israel, so called, because 
he sang the beauties of our glorious Immanuel, 
whose fleshly garments smell of myrrh, aloes, and 
cassia, and whose name to our spiritual senses is 
as the most odoriferous perfume, was himself a man 
subject to like passions as we are ; and, though 
in many circumstances a figure of our spiritual 
David, yet his conduct, with regard to Bathsheba, 
manifests, that he was no type of his immaculate 
purity. The language of innocence and holiness with 
which the Psalms abound, belongs exclusively to the 
root and offspring of Jesse, the bright Morning Star. 
None but the Son of God in the days of his flesh 
could thus appeal to Jehovah: ^^ Judge me, O Lord; 

for I have walked in mine integrity Examine 

me, O Lord, and prove me ; try my reins and my 
heart. For thy loving-kindness is before mine 
eyes : I have walked in thy truth, I will wash 
mine hands in innocency, so ,will I compass thine 
altar ; O Lord, preserve my soul, for I am holy. 
I delight to do thy will, O my God : yea, thy law 
is within my heart.'^ •{• We possess many precious 
testimonies, that honey and milk were under the 
tongue of our divine Substitute ; while adder's 
poison is under that unruly member, in all the 

♦ 2 Sam. vi. 6, 7. + Ps. xxvi. 1, 3, 6 ; Ixxxvi. 2 •, xl. 8. 
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fallen race of Adam. Ghrace and truth flowed from 
the lips of our divine Immanuel, like drops of pure 
liquid golden honey from the comb ; while those 
of the sinners^ whom he came to redeem, are so 
corrupt^ that they ^^ defile the whole body ; and set 
on fire the course of nature ; and are set on fire of 
hell.'^ * Concerning the incorruptibility of Chris fs 
tmdeJUed body, David declared, in the spirit of pro- 
phecy, ** Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell ; 
neither wilt thou suffer thine holy one to see cor- 
ruption'* t 

All the powers of human language are inade- 
quate to describe the glories and perfections of him, 
who was ^^ fairer than the sons of men ; " yet we find, 
in the Song of Songs, some splendid metaphors, 
representing his inherent purity ; which, like the 
sweet grapes of Eshcol, are most refreshing and 
delicious to tried believers, who feel self-abhorrence 
and bitterness of soul, at the view of their own 
blackness and deformity; and peace and conso- 
lation, in the prospect of awaking up after his like- 
ness, whose entire nature is pure as " bright ivory 
overlaid with sapphires.'^'* " As the apple-tree 
among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved 
among the sons. I sat down under his shadow 
with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my 
taste." " My beloved is white and ruddy, the 
standard bearer among ten thousand. His head 

* James, iii. 6—8. + Ps. xvi. 10. 
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is as the most fine gold, his locks are bushy, and 
black as a raven. His eyes are as the eyes of 
doves by the rivers of waters, washed with milk, 
and fitly set. His cheeks are as a bed of spices, as 
sweet flowers : his lips like lilies, dropping sweet- 
smelling myrrh. His hands are as gold rings, set 
with the beryl : his belly is as bright ivory overlaid 
with sapphires. His legs are as piUars of marble, 
set upon sockets of fine gold. His countenance is 
as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars. His mouth is 
most sweet : yea, he is altogether lovely." * It is 
most blessed, to view the glorious Saviour of sinners 
through the medium of Old Testament representa- 
tions, because they serve to assist our conceptions 
of his transcendent excellencies and beauties, 
when we contemplate the substance, as revealed 
in the everlasting Gospel ; though the Mosaic 
shadows were but as the clouds of various colours 
in the firmament at day-break, reflecting, and 
refracting the beams of the Sun of Righteous- 
ness, which, in the fulness of time, arose with heal- 
ing in its beams, upon the land flowing with milk 
and honey. 

The revelations of the prophets, who " testified 
beforehand the suflerings of Christ, and the glory 
that should follow/' f contain some precious allu- 
sions to the purity of the unblemished Lamb of 
God. '^ I have also spoken by the prophets, and I 

♦ Songs, V. 10— -16. + 1 Pet. i. 11. 
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have multiplied visions, and used similitudes, by 
the ministry of the prophets.**' * In that sublime 
vision^ wherein Isaiah saw the '^ Lord our righteous- 
nesSy sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up,"" 
while " his train filled the temple,'" his pre-eminent 
holiness is recognized in responses, which will form 
the chorus of everlasting songs of praise in the hea- 
venly Jerusalem. " And one cried unto another, 
and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts." f 
Both Isaiah and Jeremiah in their predictions, con- 
cerning the separation of Immantiers^fieshfrom 
every taint of sin, are very explicit. " The Lord 
hath created a new thing in the earth, a woman 
shall compass a man." " Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel. Butter and honey shall he eat, that he 
may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good." 
His human nature shall be impregnated with 
the rich and sweet unction of the Holy Spirit, so 
that it shall be impossible for him to sin. ^^ I 
will make, a man more precious than gold ; even a 
man than the golden wedge of Ophir." } 

All the Nazarites, who prefigured Jesus of Na- 
zareth, *^ the chief among ten thousand, and alto- 
gether lovely," were in themselves, " blacker than 
a coal ; " yet, as types of the impeccable Saviour, 
they are described by Jeremiah as *' purer than 

* Hos. xii. 10. + Isai. vi. 1, 3. 

i Jer. xxxi. 22 ; Isai. vii. 14, 16 ; xiii. 12. 
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snow, whiter than milk, more ruddy in body than 
rubies^ and as having the polish of sapphires." * 

The essential, super-human holiness of the man 
Christ Jesus, was displayed to Ezekiel in a most 
divine vision on the banks of the river Chebar, 
wherein he saw, above the sublime crystal firmament^ 
which was expanded over the heads of the cherubim, 
the glorious humanity of the Son of Ood, exalted upon 
a throne of sapphire-stone, and its absolute purity 
symbolized by a fiery brightness like transparent 
gold. ^^ And I saw as the colour of amber, as the 
appearance of fire round about within it, from the 
appearance of his loins even upward, and from 
the appearance of his loins even downward^ I 
saw €LS it were the appearance of fire, and it had 
brightness round about.*' f Ezekiel knew that 
the Prince of peace only could enter the out- 
ward sanctuary of the church militant, and the 
inner sanctuary of the church triumphant, by the 
way of purity. This is the *' beautiful gate by 
which the King of glory, the Lord of Hosts 
entered ; strong and mighty in battle, through the 
strength of his transcendent righteousness : " and 
no man can come unto the Father, but by him." 
This gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened, 
and no man shall enter in by it, because the Lord 
God of Israel hath entered in by it ; therefore it 
shall be shut." % 

* Lam. iv. 7. t Ezek. i. 26, 27. % Ihid. xliv. 2. 
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The infinite purify of that humanity which was 
united to the Godhead of the " Ancient of Days,"" 
was revealed to Daniel, when he saw the Lord o£ 
glory, '^ clothed in a garment as white as snow, and 
the hair of his head like pure wool." And, again, 
concerning a vision which he had on the banks of 
the Hiddekel, he says, ^^ I lifted up mine eyes, and 
looked ; and behold a certain man clothed in linen, 
whose loins were girded with fine gold of Uphaz. 
His body also was like the beryl, and his face as 
the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps 
of fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour to the 
polished brass.'' This view of the bright, shining, 
inherent perfections of holiness in the Saviour of 
sinners, when brought into contact with Daniel's 
own native pollution, so dazzled and overwelmed 
him, that what had before appeared comely in him- 
self, now turned into corruption, and all his own 
righteousness into filthy rags. Overpowered by the 
infinite strength of the divine Immanuers purity, 
^^ he set his face toward the ground, and became 
dumb. And behold one like the similitude of the 
sons of men,'' said he, ^^ touched my lips: then I 
opened my mouth, and spake, and said unto him 
that stood before me, O my Lord, by the vision, 
my sorrows are turned upon me, and I have re- 
tained no strength. For how can the servant of 
this my Lord talk with this my Lord ? For as for 
me, straightway there remained no strength in me, 
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neither is their breath left in me."" * Thus was Daniel 
made sensible of his extreme nothingness, (as must be 
the case with every truly enlightened son of Adam,) 
that the glorious Alpha and Omega, who only is 
holy^ might be exalted to his due pre-eminence, 
and acknowledged to be All in All. 

Zechariah had such apprehensions of the *' holy 
seed," the precious corn of wheat, which should be 
the first fruits of a glorious resurrection, and the 
joy and strength of Israel, that he breaks out into 
the following exclamation, at the prospect of his 
triumphant achievements for Zion, through his im- 
maculate innocence : *^ How great is his goodness, 
and how great is his beauty ! Com shall make the 
young men cheerful, and new wine the maids." f 

it is not an easy thing for sinful dust and ashes 
to speak of the sublime and glorious reality, con- 
cerning whom Moses and the prophets did write ; 
nay, it is impossible to have any adequate con- 
ception of that pure and precious pearl of infinite 
price, which surpasses in excellence, majesty, dig- 
nity, and loveliness all created beauty. Without 
a divine unction, the graces of his person can be 
neither apprehended nor described ; for they must 
be spiritually seen, felt, and handled. May the 
Holy Ghost, whose ofHce it is to reveal the Man 
Christ Jesus to the soul, teach both you and 
me, my dear friends, *^ to discern between the holy 

* Dan. vii. 9 ; x. 6, 6, 16—17. + Zech. ix. 17. 
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and profane, the clean and the unclean : — ^bring 
us to the table of the Lord in the sanctuary, clothed 
in linen garments, and show us his divine taber- 
nacle, that we may be ashamed of our iniquities ; 
and enable us to measure the pattern, and to dis- 
cern that the whole limit thereof, round about, is 
most holy." * 

It was on account of the intrinsic purity and 
righteousness of our divine second Adam, that he 
was *^ set up from everlasting, from the beginning, 
or ever the earth wa8,"t as the surety of his church ; 
and engaged by an immutable covenant, to bring 
an innumerable multitude out of the polluted frag- 
ments of a fallen world, to people the everlasting 
city " Jehovah-Shammah,"J where ** the house of 
Jacob shall possess their possessions,"^ in the sub- 
stantial land, promised to the spiritual seed of 
Abraham, of which Canaan was a figure. The 
finite mind can form no proportionate idea of the 
immensity of our glorious ImmanueFs undertaking ; 
to accomplish which, all the wisdom, power, strength, 
and holiness of Deity were necessary. The foun- 
dations of the earth were out of course, through the 
desolations of the destroyer ; and, nothing less than 
Omnipotence, could remedy the miseries he had in- 
troduced, and root sin out of the human bosom. 
To render the conquest of this inveterate foe of 

♦ Ezek. xliv. 16, 17, 23; xliii. 10—12. 
+ Prov. viii. 23. $ Ezek. xlviii. 36. ^ Obad. J7. 
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God and man the more triomphant, it was peculiarly 
suitable, that he should be laid prostrate by a man, 
** the seed of the woman,^ and the head of a better 
covenant than the Adamic compact ; which was not 
established upon the uncertain tenure of a fallible 
creature, but founded upon the immutable rock 
of an impeccable, heavenly man, who had power 
to raise his betrothed church out of the degraded con- 
dition, to which she had been reduced by the old ser- 
pent, and to place her on a more lofty eminence, than 
that on which the first Adam stood at the creation. 
Therefore, " Jehovah^s equal,** the eternal Word, in 
his infinite love to the fallen sinners, for whom he 
was made surety, in the everlasting counsels of 
Father, Son, and Holy Ohost, condescended, by 
the most unparalleled humiliation, to assume that 
very nature which the dragon had corrupted ; but 
as perfectly abstracted from Us pollutions, as the 
brazen serpent was free from the venom of those 
which bit the Israelites in the wilderness ; as pure 
and incorruptible as the u/nchangeable Deity, so 
that Satan should be unable to infuse sin into it, 
by any of his temptations and artifices. This spot- 
less humanity, our glorious Lord took into union with 
his Godhead, which communicated to it a divine 
worth and dignity, that renders it blasphemous to 
attribute to him the possibility of sinning. It is 
true, that this divine Elder Brother of the sons and 
daughters of Zion, descended in a direct line from 
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the earthly mother of mankind^ through a channel 
of sin and uncleanness : it could not have been 
otherwise ; for every branch and leaf of the natural 
rooty is equally infected with original corruption. 
In the genealogy recorded by Matthew^ we find a 
Rehoboam, a Jehoram, a Tbamar, and a Bath- 
sheba : and multiplied thanksgivings will be eter* 
nally rendered to Jehovah, for bringing a pure^ un- 
defiled, separate seed of humanity, out of such 
polluted ancestry. It was with this glorious design, 
that the providence of God, watched in a special 
manner over the royal stock of Judah^ for its pre- 
servation, and bore long with its iniquities. '^ How- 
beit, the Lord would not destroy the house of 
David, because of the covenant that he had made 
with David, and as he promised to give a light to 
him and to his sons for ever. Destroy it not, for 
a blessing is in it ; the holy seed (Immanuel) is the 
substance thereof."* 

Although the Virgin Mary inherited a fallen 
nature, in common with all the human race, she 
was doubtless prepared by divine grace for the 
solemn and mysterious operations of the triune 
Jehovah, in the incarnation of the Son of God. 
The mother of Samson, who was only a figure of 
our glorious Christ, to represent his triumphs over 
Satan, was specially sanctified, previous to the 
birth of her son. Therefore, although the Scrip- 
• 2 Chron. xxi. 7 ; Isaiah, Ixv. 8. 
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tures are silent on the subject, we may lawfiilly 
infer the same, with regard to the human mother 
of him who was the substantial Nazarite, *^ sepa^ 
rate from sinners; purer than snow, whiter than 
milk, more ruddy in body than rubies, whose polish- 
ing was of sapphires."* Concerning the wife of 
Manoah, the angel of the Lord, who appeared 
unto her, said, '' Behold now thou art barren, and 
bearest not : but thou shalt conceive, and bear a 
son. Now therefore, beware I pray thee, drink not 
wine, nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean 
thing : for lo, thou shalt conceive and bear a son ; 
and no razor shall come on his head : for the child 
shall be a Nazarite unto God firom the womb, and 
he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of 
the Philistine8."t 

Read, my dear friends, and ponder well, the sim- 
ple, chaste, and beautiful narrations of the evan- 
gelists, concerning the sublime mystery of the in- 
carnation ; and, may the holy Comforter open your 
understandings, and enable you to discover the 
internal evidence they contain, of the untainted 
purity^ and inherent righteousness of the Holy 
child Jesus. It is this spotlessness which consti- 
tutes the essence of our salvation ; and, in which 
Mary herself rejoiced, as an heir of glory, and a 
partaker of the blessings which her Son was 
come to bestow. It was this crowning point of re- 

• Lam. iv. 7. t Judges, xiii. 3 — 5. 
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demption, in Jehovah'^s bringing purity out of im- 
purity, a harmless, undefiled, sinless man^ out of a 
sinful woman, in which she triumphed, when she 
said, ^'for he that is mighty, hath done to me 
great things : and holy is his name.^* This new 
creation of a second Adam^ was the exquisite work- 
manship of the Holy Ghost, when the power of the 
Most High overshadowed his mysterious operations, 
and the chief Corner-stone was cut out without 
hands, fearfully and wonderfully fashioned in secret y 
and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the 
earth, viz. : in the virgin's womb ; of her flesh and 
blood, while no taint of her corrupt nature was 
taken into the act : — ^* pure as bright ivory overlaid 
with sapphires, more precious than the gold of 
Ophir, the onyx, ruby, or topaz of Ethiopia." f 
Yet, in assuming flesh, our glorious Redeemer re- 
jected none of the characteristics of a man, but his 
inherent depravity : which, after all, is no essential 
part of human nature, but an accidental property, 
introduced into it by Satan at the fall. The glo- 
rious Immanuel became incarnate, in order to make 
himself a curse for the redemption of his betrothed 
church, therefore, he placed himself in the precise 
condition in which she stood ; subject to the penal 
consequences of the fall, and all its incident mise- 
ries ; graciously condescending to pass through the 
three stages of manhood; infancy, youth, and 

* Luke, i. 4i9. + Job, xxviii. 16, 19. 
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maturity ; partaking of all its innocent infirmities, 
and susceptibility of weakness and pain, that he 
might be capable of making a vicarious atonement, 
and by tasting of death, become the first fruits of 
a resurrection to everlasting bliss and glory. 

When this Divine messenger of the covenant, 
the mighty God, and Prince of peace, *' whose 
goings forth have been of old, firom everlasting,"* 
opened the virgin's womb by his own omnipotent 
power, and came forth clothed in immaculate fleshy 
then truth sprang out of our earth, even out of the 
sinful dust and ashes of our ruined nature. The 
holy child Jesus in the manger, at Bethlehem, the 
house of bread, was the glorious branch, which 
should grow into a '^ tree of life," for the healing 
of the nations, and the nourishment of souls. 
Well might the morning stars sweetly sing toge- 
ther, and all the sons of God shout for joy, while 
the universe resounded with the songs of the an- 
gelic hosts, who, in harmonious strains of love, 
united in that divine chorus, '^ Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace and good will to men.'^f 
Well might the wise men undertake a long journey 
from the east country, bringing presents of the 
gold of Sheba, frankincense, and myrrh, as em- 
blems of the preciousness, purity, and fragrance 
of the divine Immanuel, and ^* rejoice with ex- 
ceeding great joy, when they beheld the Ancient 

• Mic. v. 2. + Luke, ii. 13, 14. 
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of Days, condescending to become a babe, that flesh 
might he produced in a state of absolute purity ; 
in order to crush the serpent's head, and deliver 
mankind from his venom. As Immanuel came to 
fulfil the typical, as well as the moral law^ he was 
sealed by circumcision as the promised ^^seed of 
Abraham, in whom all the nations of the earth 
should be blessed:" not that he needed the reno- 
vation of heart which that ceremony symbolized, 
for his whole nature was essentially holy. But 
being made of a woman, under the law, he thereby 
constituted himself ^^a debtor to the whole law,"' 
that his people might ^'receive the adoption of sons.''"* 
In his Godhead, our glorious Christ, possessed all 
the infinite attributes of Jehovah, but his humanity 
admitted of increase. The "holy seed," which 
contained the original principles of all purity and 
holiness, must be gradually unfolded, till the 
^^ goodly cedar is displayed with its boughs and 
fruit; in the shadow of whose branches shall dwell 
all fowl of every wing."+ " And the child grew, 
and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom ; and 
the grace of God was upon him. And Jesus in- 
creased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with 
God and man.*";!; 

It was a part of the ceremonial law, that the 
priests, who typified our glorious Melchizedek, 

• Gal. iv. 4, 5 ; V. 3. + Ezek. xvii. 23. 

X Luke, ii. 40, 52. 
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should be installed into the ministerial office by the 
washing of water \* therefore was the Son of God 
baptized, when he entered upon his fiinctiony as 
priest, prophet, and king, to which he was visibly 
anointed by the Holy Ghost. John the Baptist, 
who recognized in him the impeccable divine Lamb 
of God, symbolized in the morning and evening 
daily sacrifice, shrunk back with reverence and 
godly fear, at the idea of baptizing the immaculate 
Saviour of sinners, whose eternal majesty, dignity, 
and glory were as infinite as his condescension. 
*^ I have need to be baptized of thee,^'* was John^s 
imploring remonstrance ; ^^ Jesus, answering, said 
unto him, Sufier it to be so now : for thus it be- 
Cometh us to fulfil all righteousness, "f 

As the great Captain of our salvation, Christ, the 
^^ God of Jeshurun,^ commenced his warfare against 
the dragon^ by going spontaneously forth into the 
wilderness, to encounter him in single combat. 
Armed at all points with the infinite strength of his 
intrinsic holiness, '^ his righteousness it sustained 
him," and was ^' his breastplate "; and his impeccable 
flesh and blood were his ^^ garments of vengeance ; " 
for there was nothing temptible there, which Satan 
could inflame.l ^^^ pangs of hunger, which our 
heavenly warrior endured, after a long and severe 
fast of forty days, must have been agonizing to his 

• Exod. xxix. 4. + Matt. iii. 13—15. 

i Isa. lix. 16, 17. 
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tender human frame ; but patience and long-suffer- 
ing, with all their kindred graces^ dwelt in his bosom 
in infinite perfection, and were not to be overcome 
by the enemy^s crafty insinuations : and there was 
no impatience in his holy nature, to render the en- 
durance of his extreme hunger intolerable. It was 
his meat and drink to do his Father's will ; and 
there existed no self-love in his pure and gene- 
rous nature, which could be wounded by the im- 
plied doubt of the tempter, as to his Deity. In 
the exhausted state of his physical powers, his pure 
and correct imagination could not be dazzled by the 
false glare of those transitory earthly kingdoms, 
which the usurper presented to his view. The 
sum and substance of all wisdom, was incapable of 
being affected by the most subtle delusions: besides, 
he knew that the conflict he had begun to maintain 
against the arch-deceiver, would finally terminate, 
in reducing all the dominions of this world to atoms, 
and in establishing on their ruins, an undefiled, 
peaceful kingdom, which should never be destroyed: 
the everlasting government of which, should be 
upon his own shoulders ; and, he should '^ reign 
King over all the earth, and his name one."* 

Believe me, my dear friends, our glorious Im- 
manuel was impeccable^ and proof against all the 
artifices of the devil, though susceptible of exqui- 
site suffering. The first Adam, it is true, possessed 

* Isaiah, ix. 6, 7; Zech. xiv. 9. 
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before the fall, all finite moral perfections ; but the 
second Adam, the Lord from heaven, united, in his 
glorious person, all created and uncreated excellen- 
cies, blended together in perfect harmony ; and he 
was as much superior to our natural head, as hea- 
ven is above earth. That the strength and dura- 
bility of his holiness might be made manifest, this 
" precious corner-stone of Zion," was tried from 
the wilderness to the cross ; and every temptation 
served only to augment his triumph, and to present 
to our view, a brighter, and more glorious display, 
of his infinite wisdom, purity, and righteousness. 
That any one should desire to bring the Son of God 
down from the pre-eminent throne of his immacu- 
late holiness, and to place his humanity on a level 
with the fallen creatures he came to redeem, can 
only be accounted for, in the perversity of our 
depraved understandings, and carnal hearts : and 
the attempt shows, what fools we are by nature, in 
spiritual things, and how slow to believe our own 
nothingness and corruption. We have such low, 
grovelling views, of the demands of the pure and 
holy Jehovah, who requires truth in the inward 
parts, that while we rely upon our own corrupt rea- 
sonings, we are unwilling to admit that the holy 
substance in which Christ tabernacled, could be flesh 
at all, unless it contained the propensities to sin, 
with which our fallen nature is impregnated, and 
of which, in some of its modifications, we are so 
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enamoured. We forget, that sin is a quality which 
was superadded to flesh, after the creation, by the 
serpent ; and that the great object of the incarnation, 
was to destroy this evil, and its effects, and to bringin 
an everhisting righteousness, which the enemy could 
not exact upon, nor defile, and in which all believers 
should be justified, and appear before the Father. 

I am fully aware of the casuistry and evasion, 
with which the erroneous belief in the peccability 
of our divine Immanuel is maintamed, among the 
disciples of Irvingism ; but, my dear friends, per- 
mit me to remind you of an undeniable truth, con- 
firmed by history and experience ; — that the distin- 
guiahing characteristic of false doctrines j is, that 
they are ^^ privily brought in."* You repel with 
abhorrence the idea, that Christ committed the least 
act of sin ; yet you adopt the appalling creed, that 
he was morally prone to transgress, through the 
fallen nature of his flesh ; but was preserved from 
yielding to any sinful inclination, by the power of 
the Holy Ohost. Doubtless, the exquisite spiritu- 
ality of the law (every "jot and tittle^' of which 
our glorious Immanuel fulfilled in its most unli- 
mited and refined sense) as far transcends our su- 
perficial, gross apprehensions of purity and holiness, 
as light excels darkness : but, when we consider 
who our incarnate Redeemer is, and from whence 
he came, we shall find cause to veil our faces in 

• 2 Peter ii. I. 
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silent amazement^ at the ignorance and presumption 
of the creature, who can dare to draw inferences 
out of his own corrupt mind, concerning the Lord 
of Hosts, which derogate from his dignity and 
majesty. It was from the invisibility of Jehovah, 
*^ who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light 
which no man can approach unto ; whom no man 
hath seen, or can see,"* that our glorious deliverer 
issued forth, as the visible representation of Deity, 
whose essence is holiness and love, veiling the God- 
head in a nature like our own, that the fleshly eye 
of frail, sinful man, might not be overpowered with 
the unclouded brightness of his glory, while he 
tabernacled among them, to perform, as the substi- 
tute of his people, that perfect obedience to the 
Father, which they, through the weakness and cor- 
ruption of their fallen nature, were incapable of; 
and to contend effectually in their behalf with the 
great adversary of souls. And, shall we so far for- 
sake our own mercies, as obstinately and pertina- 
ciously to cling to a doctrine, which is the offspring 
of a perverted understanding, and that would 
clothe Deity itself in the vile body of sin and 
death, undivested of its filthiness ! All the angelic 
hosts recognise, with triumphant joy, the sublime, 
the glorious, the undeniable truth, that it was as 
impossible for Immanuel to sin, as for the ever- 
lasting, self-existent Jehovah to descend from the 

• 1 Tim. vi. 16. 
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throne of his supreme dominion, and yield the go- 
vernment of the world to that arch-apostate and 
fabricator of lies, who has spread this net in the 
outward churchy dyed with the muddy scarlet of 
an impure blood like our own ; and in which he is 
ever on the watch to entangle souls^ and involve 
them in his own everlasting ruin. '^ Oh ! thou 
enemy, soon shall all thy destructions come to a 
perpetual end ! Thou who sittest in the lurking 
places, lying in wait secretly, as a lion in his den, 
with thine eyes privily set" against the Lord s 
people, soon shalt thou be left desolate, where no 
prey can be found ! Surely, like the rattle-snake, 
thou dost bewitch thy poor victims with thy sorce- 
ries ; but in the name of my glorious impeccable 
Jehovah-Jesus, the mighty Nazarene, I defy thee! 
and tell my poor misguided brethren and sisters, 
that thou hast caused them *^ to err concerning the 
faith," and hast seduced them from the purity and 
simplicity of the Gospel ! Oh ! that through the 
medium of the arch-angePs trump, I could make 
the earth re-echo with the joyful truth — the Saviour 
of sinners, and Satan''s triumphant conqueror, who 
upholds the elect angels^ and keeps them from fall- 
ing, was impeccable^ and could not sin. The 
essential holiness of the second Adam, was fixed 
upon such a solid immutable basis, that he needed 
not the aid of the Holy Ghost, to enable him to 
withstand the fiery assaults of the devil ! It was 
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impossible that he should think an evil thought, or 
conceive an earthly feeling. — ^But the eternal day 
is approaching, when the heavenly mansions in 
"Jehovah Shammah,'' shall ring with everlasting 
hymns of praise, to the triumphs of holiness in our 
exalted Immanuel, from myriads of glorified re- 
deemed spirits, who shall magnify the infinite wis- 
dom that devised the grand scheme of man^s 
rescue from the cruel grasp of the dragon, and the 
transcendent love and condescension that accom« 
plished the divine purposes ! 

The glorious God-man is " the end of the law, 
for righteousness to every one that believeth ;" ♦ 
for this very purpose was it given, that in him his 
redeemed might be justified, and in him glory. 
Consider, my dear friends, its spirituality as un- 
folded by our divine Elder Brother on the mountain 
of beatitudes ; and observe that it makes no distinc- 
tion, between a propensity to sin, and actual trans- 
gression. " Ye have heard that it was said by 
them of old, thou shalt not commit adultery : but 
I say unto you, that whosoever looketh on a woman 
to lust afler her, hath committed adultery with her 
already in his heart.**^ f The demands of a law, 
which required immaculate purity in the inward 
parts, could be satisfied only by an essentially holy, 
sinless man. '^ I say unto you, that ye resist not 
evil. And whosoever shall compel you to go a mile, 

• Rom. X. 4. t Matt. v. 27, 28. 
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go with him twain,^^ * were never fulfilled in spirit 
and in truth, excepting by the innocent, spotless 
Lamb, when he " gave his back to the smiters, and 
was oppressed and afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth : " and when he was hurried from place to 
place, to gratify the malice of his enemies, f 

We have in the transfiguration, the most sublime 
of all the gospel testimonies to ImmwmieVs 'purity^ 
and separation from sinners ; and the transcend- 
ent superiority of his human nature on that account, 
to our vile bodies, which must put off mortality, 
and be decomposed, before they can be fashioned 
like unto his glorious body, and re-constructed by 
his mighty power, by which he is able to subdue 
all things unto himself. Conceived as we are in 
sin, and shapen in iniquity; and ever breathing 
the tainted moral atmosphere of a fallen world ; 
going astray, and speaking lies from the womb, 
deceiving, and being deceived, and delighting to 
have it so, with earthly, grovelling minds, at enmity 
against true holiness, our natural conceptions cannot 
reach the lofty summit of exquisite purity, upon 
which the exalted humanity of our incarnate God 
ever stood ! Nothing less than an exertion of the 
mighty power of Omnipotence, infusing into our 
souls the light of the Sun of Righteousness, could 
enable us to apprehend divine things at all. The 

* Matt. V. 39, 41. 

f Isai. liii. 7 ; Luke, xxiii. 7 ; John, xvtii. 13. 
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humanity of our glorious Immanuel was filled with 
grace and truth from his mother's womb; made 
after the power of an endless life, and needed no 
decomposition nor reconstruction : — ^he had power 
to separate his soul from his body, and power to 
reunite them together; — power to veil his God- 
head from the fleshly eye of man, and power to 
radiate his body with a visible glory ; and of this 
majesty three of his disciples were eye-witnesses^ 
when, on the mount of transfiguration, his Deity 
shone thnmgh his preciotM, immaculate Jlesh, 
causing his very raiment to glitter with a bright- 
ness, exceeding white as snow ; and his face did 
shine as the sun in its meridian splendour in a day 
without clouds. This was no transfusion from an 
external glory, but a difiusion of the Oodhead 
which dwelt in the sacred humanity of the *' holy 
seed," from which was to arise an innumerable 
company of redeemed and glorified souls, to inha- 
bit the everlasting golden city, whose *^ vessels of 
mercy " shall be like the bowls before the altar — 
" Holiness unto the Lobd.'^ * 

That the ^^ Ancient of Days " was a man in 
reality, as well as the Most High God, we have 
ample proofs in the exquisite displays of the moral 
afiections, human sympathies, and sinless infirmities 
which are unfolded in his life. He hungered, 
thirsted, needed rest in sleep, wept, felt compassion, 

• Zech. xiv. 20, 21, 
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and experienced temptations, soul agonies, and 
bodily sufferings. By making himself a curse for 
sinners, he submitted to toil, and all the incon- 
veniences of poverty. " The foxes have holes, and 
the birds of the air have nests ; but the Son of man 
hath not where to lay his head." ^ That the ten- 
der and delicate frame of '^ the man of sorrows '' 
was less able to bear fatigue than his more robust 
disciples, we have a proof in their journey to Sa- 
maria, when they went into the town without difiB- 
culty, while the divine Immanuel, " being weary," 
sat on Jacob's well to rest. In Matthew's appli- 
cation of Isaiah, liii. 4 : ^^ Himself took our infirmi- 
ties, and bare our sicknesses," f we must under- 
stand, that he could bear our sicknesses in no other 
manner, than in the same infinite sympathy, which 
led him to lay aside his glory, and ** to be made a 
little lower than the angels,** that he might endure 
the cross, while ^* he despised the shame," in order 
to rescue his people from everlasting misery. By 
what he himself sustained, to bring his ransomed 
ones to the heavenly Zion, where sorrow and sigh- 
ing shall flee away, he manifested, that in sympathy 
for the mystical members of his body, he felt more 
the pains of sickness and death, as the effects of sin, 
than the whole aggregate number of transgressors 
for whom he was made a sin-offering. It was in 
the contemplation of human woe, that he groaned 
• Matt. viii. 80. + Ibid. ver. 17, 
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in spirit at the tomb of Lazarus. ^^ When Jesus 
saw Mary weeping, and the Jews also weeping 
which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and 
was troubled."* It is among the highest con- 
solations of faith, to know that our glorious Im- 
manuel is acquainted with our sufferings as the 
omniscient God, and feels for them as a tender- 
hearted man. Who can measure the dimensions 
of infinite sympathy in that concise but precious 
verse, " Jesus wept.'^i- How sweet to the tried and 
afflicted child of God, to contemplate the exquisite 
tenderness and compassion of the Father for his 
creatures, flowing from the human bosom of his 
beloved Son, in tears, such as the divine man of 
affliction only could weep ! What an affecting 
exhibition have we of his sympathy, in Luke*s touch- 
ing description of the desolate widow, whose tears 
he graciously turned into joy. *' And when the 
Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said 
unto her. Weep not. And he came, and touched 
the bier : and they that bare him stood still. And 
he said. Young man, I say unto thee, arise ! And 
he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And 
he delivered him to his mother." ^ Having, as our 
immaculate Nazarite, contracted none of our pol- 
lution in his incarnation, our glorious Immanuel 
could not be virtually defiled by coming in contact 
with a dead body, which, under the law, was con- 
sidered as unclean: on the contrary, his touch 

♦ John, xi. 33. + Ibid. ver. 35. J Luke, vii. 13—^15. 
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removed defilement and communicated health. 
'' And^ behold there came a leper and worshipped 
him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make 
me clean. And Jesus put forth his hand and 
touched him, saying, I will, be thou clean ; and 
immediately his leprosy was cleansed."* As 
a prophet, how divinely sweet were the instruc- 
tions of the God-man. ^' His lips were like lilies, 
dropping sweet-smelling mjnrh. His speech 
did distil as the dew, as the small rain upon 
the tender herb, as the showers upon the grass. 
The law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity 
was not found in his lips.'* In vain did the Pha- 
risees, Sadducees, and Herodians endeavour to 
entangle him in his talk ; ^' they were confounded 
by his wisdom." t 

It was in the agonizing pangs of soul-travail for 
Zion, and in the unlimited temptations he sustained 
from the prince of this world, in the hour and power 
of darkness ; and in the good confession the great 
Captain of our salvation witnessed before the tri- 
bunal of his own depraved creatures ; and in bodily 
sufferings on the cross, that there was the most 
sublime and perfect display of the beauties of holi- 
ness, which emanated from his impeccability. Con- 
template the glorious Immanuel at Oethsemane, 
while the wisdom, purity, and justice of the Father 
are transferring the whole accumulated amount of 

♦ Mark, i. 40—42. + Songs, v. 13. Deut. xxxii. 2 ? 
Mai. ii. 6 ; Luke, xi. 53, 54 ; xx. 20. 
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his people^g guilty and the wrath due to them^ upon 
his innocent head ; that, as the substantial scape-goat 
of the whole congregation, he might *' bear away their 
iniquities into a land not inhabited.^ * '* The yoke 
of their transgressions is bound" by Jehovah's 
hand ; ** they are wreathed and come up upon his 
neck. Behold, and see, if there be any sorrow like 
unto his sorrow, wherewith the Lord afflicted 
him in the day of his fierce anger." f Hear his 
language while he personates Zion, and appro- 
priates to himself her wickedness : *^ O Lord^ rebuke 
me not in thy wrath ; neither chasten me in thy 
hot displeasure. For thine arrows stick fast in me, 
and thy hand presseth me sore. There is no sound- 
ness in my flesh because of thine anger ; neither 
is there any rest in my bones because of my sin. 
For mine iniquites are gone over my head ; as an 
heavy burden, they are too heavy for me. My 
wounds stink and are corrupt, because of my fool- 
ishness. I am troubled ; I am bowed down greatly : 
I go mourning all the day long. For my loins are 
filled with a loathsome disease, and there is no 
soundness in my flesh. I am feeble and sore 
broken : I have roared by reason of the disquietness 
of my heart." f Here we behold the beloved of 
the Father, and our divine Substitute, " in whom 
was no sin, and who knew no sin,^ yet made sin for 
Zion, confessing her inherent depravity^ enduring 

♦ Lev. xvi. 22. + Lam. i. 12, 14. X Ps. xxxviii. 1—8. 
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Jehovah's displeasure against her for her traii9* 
gressions, and bewailing them as his own, while his 
holy 9 innocent soul, is deeply tootmded by their 
imputation. The entire mass of our sins and cor- 
ruptions, covered his shoulders like a thick filthy 
mantle ; and while his purity shrunk with abhor- 
rence from the loathsome, and ponderous burden, 
he held it fast, nor did he lay it aside, till he had 
put off his grave-clothes, and come forth from the 
tomb with new holy garments for Zion : — to adorn 
her ^^ with glory and beauty, of blue, purple, scar- 
let, and fine twined linen/' In the extremity of 
his agony in the garden, our divine Immanuel could 
not but feel an innocent aversion to the wormwood 
and the gall, contained in the dreadful cup of ex- 
piation, which he declared in that ** If it be possible,*' 
&c. ; but his infinite sympathy with the mind of 
Jehovah, is instantly expressed in holy acquiescence, 
" Nevertheless, not my will, but thine be done." 
No finite mind can conceive, the terrible pangs of 
soul- travail, which took hold of the spotless Lamb 
of Ood, in this hour of darkness ; when the conso- 
lations of the Father were withdrawn, and he was 
left alone to contend with the dragon, that with his 
own right hand, and with his holy arm he might 
obtain the victory. Although " Jehovah's equal," 
yet in his character of the ** first-born among many 
brethren," our glorious Immanuel made himself in 
his human nature, as dependent on the Father, as 
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any of the creatures whom he came to redeem. 

'^ Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered 

up prayers and supplications, with stong crying and 

'a: tears, unto him who was able to save him from 

; :m death, was heard in that he feared. Though he 

T-. were a son, yet learned he obedience by the things 

.. r which he suffered." * He acquired an expen- 

■_: mental knowledge of painful compliance with the 

7: commands of God, in the utmost extremity of suf- 

• I, fering. It was not by physical strength, that 

)^ our divine Champion conquered Satan, for that 

^- " was weakened by the way,^ t and received the 

covenant aid of Jehovah, who '* sent an angel to 

J, strengthen him." It was the mighty power of his 

immutable holiness, which repelled the fiery darts 

and poisoned arrows of hell, and made them recoil 

. with multiplied force upon the adversary's guilty 

head. 

" The whole assembly of the congregation shall 
kill the passover." And we are all verily guilty, 
concerning the true paschal Lamb of God, our Elder 
Brother. Both Jew and Gentile representatives of 
his sinful church, exerted every effort, to prove some 
accusation against him, but in vain : the alarmed 
conscience of the very heathen judge, constrained 
him to testify, that there was no spot or blemish in 
the sinless victim ; who, when he was worried and 
reviled by the fat bulls of Bashan, ^* reviled not 

* Heb. V. 7, 8. + Ps. cii. 23. 
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again; when he sufibred he threatened not."* 
Behold the undefiled royal Melchizedek^ whose 
unchangeable righteousness is the sceptre of his 
everlasting kingdom^ meekly grasping the fee- 
ble reed, which his merciless executioners placed 
in his innocent hand, as the mock insignia of his 
kingly office ; while, in cruel derision, they pierced 
his temples with a crown of thorns. ^^ The depths 
of affliction closed him round about, and the weeds 
were wrapped round his head ; " but he '^ was not 
rebellious, neither turned away back. He gave his 
back to the smiters, and his cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair, and hid not his face from 
shame and spitting.^ f Surely, we have only to 
contemplate this sublime manifestcUion of divine 
patience and humility in our glorious Immanuel, 
and, unless our ^^ hearts are fat, and our eyes shut,^ j: 
(which God forbid,) we must cast from us with 
abhorrence the pernicious doctrine, that his -holy, 
precious flesh was peccable, and contained in it 
" the law of the members,^^ which in our corrupt and 
sinful nature, maintains till death a warfare against 
the renewed mind. Believe me, my dear friends, 
they who cling to ^^ lying vanities forsake their own 
mercies : " and, oh ! what mercy is here, that the 
Lord of life, and Creator of heaven and earth, should 
assume the ^* form of a servant, and be made in the 

♦ 1 Pet. ii. 23. + Jon. ii. 5 ; Isai. 1. 5, 6. 

i Ibid. vi. 10. 
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likeness of men/' * in order to bring many sons to 
glory^ by means of his own absolute perfections and 
purity. 

None of the cruelties exercised upon our divine 
Surety, could suspend, for a moment, the tender 
sympathies of his pure and compassionate bosom. 
While going voluntarily forth, as a Lamb to the 
slaughter, bearing his cross to the mount of sacri- 
fice, he forgets his own sufferings, at the view of his 
weeping friends ; and, turning his heavenly coun- 
tenance, which was ^' more marred with grief than 
any man'*s,^ f to the women who follow edhim with 
tears and lamentations, he said : ^^ Daughters of 
Jerusalem, weep not for me ; but weep foryourselves, 
and for your children. For, if they do these things 
in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry ? " ;{: 
If the immaculate Branch, who is essentially pure 
and holy, be thus stricken, smitten, and afflicted 
for the transgressions of his people, what shall be 
the judgment executed upon reprobates, who are 
'^ trees without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by 
the roots." § 

It was by an act of volition, that our glorious 
High-priest and Sacrifice, presented his soul to 
Jehovah on the altar of expiation as a free-will 
offering. He was not born a mortal, but made 
after the power of an endless life : capable of 

* Phil. ii. 7. + Isai. Hi. 14. 

i Luke, xxiii. 27, 28, 31. S J^de, 12. 
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dying, but hy the law of his pure and incorrupti- 
ble nature, without any natural tendency to dis- 
solution ; and when his soul winged its flight from 
his pure and holy body, it was like a mighty con- 
queror retiring from the field of battle, after gaining a 
complete victory over the enemy. '^ It is finished," 
exclaimed our glorious Champion ; all that Moses 
and the prophets have foretold concerning the great 
work of redemption is fulfilled : Zion's ^' warfare is 
accomplished, and her iniquity pardoned, for she 
hath received of the Lord's hand double for all her 
sins ! '"* The glorious " seed of the woman ^ did in- 
deed receive a bruise in the heel, when he was 
nailed to the cross, but that very cross inflicted the 
death wound upon the head of the Destroyer. A 
crucified Saviour is the great power of God in the 
conversion of sinners — the mighty loadstone of 
heaven, by which souls are attracted out of the 
snares, pits, and strong holds of Satan. '^ And I, 
if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me."*t- 

The sacred body of Immanuel, though not, like 
ours, allied to ^^ corruption and worms^ must be 
^' brought into the dust of death, according to the 
everlasting covenant ; the precious com of pure 
wheat, having been bruised for sin, must lay for 
an appointed time in the tomb, like seed under the 
clods of earth, to be the root of an abundant har- 
• Isai. xl. 2. t John, xii. 32. 
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vest of renewed, immortal souls ; perfuming the 
grave with his undefiled tabernacle of flesh, ren- 
dering it henceforth, like a ^* bed filled with sweet 
odours and spices.'^ * The whole work of redemp- 
tion, from his incarnation to his death and resur- 
rection, was a voluntary act " Therefore doth 
my Father love me, because I lay down my life, 
that I might take it again. No man taketh it 
from me, but I lay it down of myself: I have 
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 
again ; " f and, by his own eternal Spirit, did our 
glorious Lord ^^ quicken himself,*' and *' swallow up 
death in victory.'* :{: ** I awaked, and beheld; and 
my sleep was sweet unto me.^§ Sweet indeed 
must have been the sleep of death to our precious 
Immanuel, after his wearisome labour of love was 
accomplished ! And, oh ! what divine raptures must 
have filled his holy soul, in the contemplation of the 
myriads of intelligent beings, rescued by his humi- 
liation and sufferings firom everlasting misery ; 
who, because their divine Head lives they shall 
live also ! ^* I wiU ransome them from the power 
of the grave ; I will redeem them from death : 
O death, I will be thy plague ; O grave, I will be 
thy destruction ! Thy dead men shall live ; toge- 
ther with my dead body shall they arise. Awake, 
and sing, ye that dwell in the dust : for thy dew is 

• 2 Chron. xvi. 14. + John, x. 17, 18. 

^ Isai. XXV. 8. ^ Jer. xxxi. 26. 
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as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out 
the dead." • 

*^ How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, 
son of the morning ! How art thou cut down to 
the ground which didst weaken the nations ! For 
thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into 
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of 
God : I will sit also upon the mount of the congre- 
gation in the sides -of the north : I will ascend 
above the heights of the clouds : I will be like the 
Most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to 
hell, to the sides of the pit ! '^ f Well might the 
sweet psalmist of Israel, in anticipation of our glo- 
rious Immanuel's, triumph over the great enemy of 
God and man, call upon all the angelic hosts, all 
animate and inanimate creation, all the active 
physical powers by which Jehovah governs and up- 
holds the universe, and all harmonious sounds of 
musical instruments, to celebrate the victories of 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah ; for Zion shall be 
joyful in her ^^King, and the saints shall sing 
aloud in glory ! '' 

And now, our immortal Warrior, having over- 
come the dragon, is seated on his Father'^s throne, 
as a Lamb that has been slain, still clothed in the 
undefUed substance of human fleshy all radiant 
with Deity, as sunbeams, transmitted through the 
transparent crystal. The angelic hosts, who excel 
• Hos. xiii. 14 5 Isai. xxvi. 19. + Ibid. xiv. 12 — 15. 
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in Strength, worship and adore him, as the Lord 
Jehovah in human nature, and obey his mandates^ 
with inexpressible activity^ and fervent love. Upon 
his glorious head, as our royal High-priest, and 
God over all, blessed for evermore, are ^* many 
crowns ; " the diadem of his essential Deity, his 
crown of HOLINESS TO THE LORD, as 
King of saints ; and the immortal wreath of victory, 
as the triumphant, immaculate^ *^ seed of the 
woman^ who has cast down the old serpent^ and 
given the death-blow to his power : and the paved 
work of sapphire-stone under his feet is strewed 
with the innumerable crowns of his redeemed people. 

*' All hail the power of Jesus' name, 
Let angels prostrate fall : 
Bring forth the royal diadem. 
And crown him Lord of all ! 

Crown him, ye martyrs of your God, 

Who from his altar call ; 
Extol the stem of Jesus' rod. 

And crown him Lord of all ! 

Ye chosen seed of Israel's race, 

A remnant weak and small. 
Hail him who saves you by his grace. 

And crown him Lord of all I 

Oh that with yonder sacred throng. 

We at his feet may fall ; 
There join the everlasting song, 

And crown him Lord of all I •* 
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While we are in these leprous tabernacles of clay, 
my dear friends, our vision is so dim and obscure, 
that *^ we see but as through a glass darkly,^ the 
bright resplendent ^^ morning star," whose ^^ light 
is like unto a stone most precious^ even like a jas- 
per-stone, clear as crystal." * We cannot fix the 
corporeal eye with a steady gaze upon the material 
sun in the firmament, without the intervention of 
some substance, capable of mitigating the over- 
powering strength of its beams, and of rendering 
them less dazzling. How then could sinful dust and 
ashes behold, with the intellectual eye, ^^ the Sun of 
Righteousness," the blessed and only Potentate, the 
self-existent Jehovah, who " dwells in light which 
no man can approach unto,^ f excepting through 
the medium of a nature like its own ? Our glo- 
rious Christ, who condescended to become our Elder 
Brother, ^* stands behind our wall of flesh, he look- 
eth forth at the windows, showing himself through 
the lattice.^ :|: And, because the eternal Son of 
God condescended to become incarnate, in order to 
bring Zion into a state of holiness and immortal 
bliss, shall we, by our vain and sinful speculations, 
defile that precious blood, which divine love and 
wisdom has appointed, for the ^^ sprinkling, and 
cleansing of many nations," § and presumptuously 
rush forward, to examine with uncircumcised minds, 

• Rev. xxi. 11. + 1 Tim. vi. 15, 16. 

X Songs, ii. 9. ^ Isai. lii. 15. 
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the glorums armour of heavenly workmanship^ in 
which the God of Jeshurun fought our battles ? 
Surely, it must be obvious to all who know the 
plague of their own hearts, and the spirituality of 
the law, which condemns the thought of foolishness 
as sin, and makes an unlawful desire as culpable as 
a guilty action, that the doctrine of our glorious 
ImmanueFs peccability, strikes at the very root of 
the atonement ! The blood of the fountain which 
was opened in the house of our spiritual David, 
must be infinitely more pure, in a physical as well 
as in a moral sense, than that which runs in our 
own veins, or we are filthy still, and shall be filthy 
for ever ! It is in vain to reserve a salvo for the 
conscience, by asserting that he did no sin ; but 
kept himself holy by the power of the Spirit. — 
The blood of fallen fiesh, which you have been 
taught to believe that the divine Saviour clothed 
himself in, must have been impure^ however inert 
sin might have been in his nature, and motionless 
the law of the members ! ^* Whoso breaketh an 
hedge, a serpent shall bite him." * The essential 
holiness, and impeccability of our pre-eminent 
Surety and Substitute, is '^ a wall of fire round 
about Zion," f and whoever yields that rich and 
precious truth, which is pregnant with so much 
strength and consolation to the believer, makes a 
breach in the bulwarks of the holy city, through 
• Eccl. X. 8. + Zecb. ii. 6. 
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which ^^ that old dragon, called the Devil and 
Siitan, which deceiveth the whole world,^* can 
enter, and make dreadful harock among the flock ; 
spoiling the pastures, and defiling the pure streams 
of the water of life. 

May the omnipotent Jehovah-Jesus, whose mercy 
and love are equal to his transcendent purity, ex- 
tend that sovereign grace to thousands of the dis- 
ciples of Irvingism, which was exerted in favour of 
the redeemed thief on the cross, when in the last 
hour, he was snatched out of the jaws of the lion, 
and, carried by our glorious Champion into Paradise, 
as a trophy of victory ! That is the sum and sub- 
stance of my desire for you, my dear friends, for then 
all covenant blessings will follow. Let but the 
God of Jeshurun arise for your deliverance, and 
one touch of his holy arm, will dispel the charms 
and delusions of the devil, and he will destroy, with 
the breath of his mouth, that cobweb- veil, which 
the deceiver has spread over you ! 

Holy, glorious Immanuel, the light and salvation 
of thy spiritual Israel ! Let not this public testi- 
mony, concerning thy divine impeccable human 
nature, which Satan has dared to misrepresent and 
defile, " return void.^' It is sent forth in simple 
reliance upon thy blessing, and in the humble con- 
fidence, that thou wilt vouchsafe to destroy the 
strong holds of the enemy with it, in the bosoms of 

• Rev. xii. 9. 
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some of thy deluded people. ** Not by mighty nor 
by power, but by thy Spirit, Holy, holy, holy. 
Lord God of Hosts ! " * Gather thy remnant out 
of this terrible labyrinth, and '' put them together 
as the sheep of Bozrah, as the flock in the midst of 
their fold." Oh, that as '^ the breaker thou wouldst 
come and place thyself at their head ; ^ that Zion 
might hear a '^ great noise by reason of the multi- 
tude of men.'' f Bring them out of all the intricate 
mazes of error into which they have been seduced, 
and teach them to recognize thy voice, that they 
may not again *^ follow a stranger." j: Gird their 
loins with heavenly truth in its purity and simpli- 
city, that henceforth they may not mistake dark- 
ness for light, and bitter for sweet, but may they 
be enabled to detect the malignant treachery and 
blackness of Satan, under all his white, '^ angel of 
light "" drapery. Destroy all ** refuges of lies," 
extinguish every spark of man's kindling, and give 
all erring souls, such deep views of thy transcendent 
purity, and their own utter corruption and depra- 
vity, as shall lead them to cling to thee with self- 
abhorrence, imploring thee to clothe them with the 
beautiful garments of thy immaculate righteousness, 
and to bestow upon them the true faith that works 
by love, that they may triumph over the bosom foe, 
and all spiritual wickedness in high places ! 

^^^Jf glorious Father, who hast loved the ran- 
• Zech. iv. 6. t Mic. ii. 12, 13. $ John, x. 4, 5. 
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somed church of Immanuel with an everlasting 
love, and hast undertaken to prepare every branch 
of the immortal vine, for transplantation into the 
eternal regions of joy unspeakable and full of glory ! 
root out of our hearts every plant which thou hast 
not planted ; and cause the '^ fir-tree to spring up 
instead of the thorn, the myrtle instead of the brier : 
and waters to break out in the wilderness, and 
streams in the desert, that the parched ground may 
become a pool, the thirsty land springs of water ; " 
and that there may be ^^ grass, with reeds and 
rushes, in the habitation of dragons."" * 

Holy Comforter, and glorifier of our Jehovah- 
Jesus ! every name written in the Lamb's book 
of life is known unto thee ! Reveal to those who 
are entangled in Satan's net, the infinite beauties, 
glories, and perfections of Immanuel's spotless hu- 
manity, and the ineffable dignity and majesty of 
his Deity ; and convince their minds that it was 
his impeccability alone, which enabled him to cast 
all Zion's sins into the unfathomable ocean of divine 
love ! Constrain them, by thy mighty power, to 
renounce all false conceptions of their incarnate 
God, and to lay hold of the true immaculate Head, 
from which all holiness and spiritual nourishment 
is ministered to his members. Sprinkle them with 
the precious blood and pure water that flowed from 
his wounded side, and cleanse them from all their 

• Isai. Iv. 13 ; xxxv. 6, 7. 



A LETTER. 7^ 

idols ; and breathe into their souls the breath of 
divine life, that they may *' live^ and stand upon 
their feet an exceeding great army.^ * 

Holy Father, Son, and Spirit! dissolve the 
vissionary fabrics, and magic spells, by means of 
which Satan would chain our affections to this pol- 
luted earth, and bruise him under our feet ; that, 
arrayed in white robes, with palms in our hands, 
we may sing the song of salvation in heaven, to our 
Ood which sitteth upon the throne, and to the 
Lamb for ever and ever ! — Amen and Amen. 

And now, my dear friends, I have done. I leave 
my poor petition in the hands of our glorious Mel- 
chizedek, and, if he should vouchsafe to cast but a 
small fragment of it, cleansed with his precious 
blood, into his golden censer, with the much incense 
of his own infinite merits, it will ascend as a sweet- 
smelling savour before God ; and my labour of love 
in the Lord will not prove barren and unfruitftil ; 
though it falls far short of its object. Human lan- 
guage is too feeble and contracted, to describe, ade- 
quately, the transcendent glories and beauties of 
that matchless unblemished Pearly which consti- 
tutes our only true riches ; and, without it, we are 
^^ wretched and miserable, poor, blind, and naked.'* 

Believe me, my dear friends, yours sincerely in the 
impeccable Immanuel, the glorious Elder Brother 
of the everlasting covenant. 

* Ezek. xxxvii. 9, 10. 



*' Also, of your ownselves sitall men arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.*' — 
Acts, XX. 30. 

*' If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of 
dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, and the sign 
or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, 
saying. Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not 
known, and let us serve them, thou shall not hearken 
unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of 
dreams : for the Lord your God proveth you, to know 
whether ye love the Lord your God, with all your heart, 
and with all your soul." — Deut. xiii. 1 — 3. 

** Ephraim also is like a silly dove without heart ; stran- 
gers have devoured his strength, and he knoweth it not ; 
yea, gray hairs are here and there upon him, yet heknow^ 
eth it not. He feedeth on wind, and followeth after the 
east wind : he daily increaseth lies and desolations." — 
Hos. vii. 11, 9; xii. L 

** It is the masterpiece of Satan's policy to entice 
people away from the waters of Siloam that flow softly, 
and to destroy men by the very principles of their reli- 
gion, hy poisoning the fountains out of which they should 
drink Hhe water of life.' He cannotcompeltosin, there- 
fore, his method is to deceive." — Liohtfoot. 
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LETTER OF THE REV. EDWARD IRVING. 



" To the Flock of God, which the Lord Jesus Christ 
hath given into my hand, to keep and to bless them, 
with the Elders and Deacons. 

** Dearly beloved Ministers and Members of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, 

** It well becometh me, who was the chief 
instrument of bringing in that sin, for which the hand of 
the Lord hath long lain heavy upon us, to do my utmost 
part to remove the same, that He may again lift upon us 
the light of his countenance : and, because no sin can be 
removed otherwise than by the confession of it, and our 
confessions are greatly helped by our knowledge, dis- 
cernment, and hatred of our sin which we would confess, 
I think that I shall best serve my God, and my flock, and 
the quiet of my own soul, and the health of my body 
also, by endeavouring to lead you into the nature and 
aggravation of that sin of ours, which the Lord nameth, 
and describeth by the making of a calf. 

*' You will understand then, my dearly beloved, that 
the Lord in his great grace towards London, the city of 
our habitation, hath purposed, for the good of the. whole 

E 2 
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church, to set therein a complete and perfect pattern of 
what the church should be, endowed with a fulness of the 
Holy Ghost : (A) that is, having no lack of any gift or 
grace, or fruit of the Spirit, to shine with holy beauties 
not only through this land, but unto the whole earth, 
that his people may come up thither as heretofore they 
did to Zion and Jerusalem, in order to learn the way 
and the word of the Lord. (B) This is the great purpose 
of good, which our God is slowly, but surely, accom- 
plishing unto the faith and prayers of all his children 
who call upon his name. (C) 

*' Of this purpose we have dared to hinder him: we 
have plotted against it, to bring another to pass : and it 
is of his mercy, that we have not been dashed to pieces 
in the kindlings of his wrath. (D) It is true, we did it 
in ignorance : but we should not have been ignorant of 
the way uf our God ; having prophets to reveal it, and 
apostles to dispense and to order it, according to the 
mind of the Holy Ghost, who speaketh by them ; and 
having pastors to break down the revelations of God in 
simple and faithful ministrations unto the people ; and 
having moreover the Holy Unction of the body of Christ, 
by which we should be able to know the truth, and to be 
kept from all seducers. But our fatness of heart, our 
fulness of bread, and our misrule of the Lord's most 
blessed gift of his word spoken in the midst of us, brought 
it to pass that we fell easily into the snare of the Devil, 
by which he thought to mar, and to thwart the purpose 
of our God. (£) Oh ! 1 came far short in the office of the 
good Shepherd, not to have been your watchman, and 
your guardian in that day : for which I now do taste the 
bitterness of sorrow in my heart, and the hand of the 
Lord upon my flesh. 

** But to return to the purpose of showing you our sin. 
Understand, dearly beloved, that such a fulness of the 

(A) See p. 83. (B)p.86. (C) Ibid. (D)p.88. (E)p.90. 
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Spirit as our God purposeth to give to his church in 
Idoudon, can only stand under the headship, government, 
and administration of the Lord Jesus. No apostle, pro- 
phet* evangelist, nor pastor, no angel of any church, 
no man, nor creature, hath more than a measure of the 
Spirit, nor can occupy, nor administer more than a mea- 
sure or proportion of the Spirit. To Jesus alone per- 
taineth the fulness, and to the church over which he 
ruleth. And seeing He hath given it forth as his pur- 
pose, to give unto his church in London a fulness of the 
Spirit, He himself must rule over it. He that sitteth be- 
tween the cherubims alone ruleth over them. But we 
were beguiled to think that the full measure of the ta- 
bernacle of the Lord would be given to that church over 
which I preside as angel, which was no less than the 
exalting of the angel of the church into the place of 
Christ. I tremble when I think of the awfully perilous 
place into which I was thrust. Now the figure by which 
the eldership is known in Scripture is the calf; and the 
exaltation of the angel of the church to sit head over the 
fulness of the Spirit, was truly the making of the calf to 
worship it« instead of worshipping Him who sitteth be- 
tween the cherubims. (F) I speak not at present of the 
injury and dishonour done to the other ministers of Christ 
by this setting up of one. I am contemplating our sin 
as it beareth upon Christ himself, upon the person of the 
Son of God ; and J do see it <u nothing less than a cun- 
ningly contrived plot to take out of his hands the dearest 
€md noblest of all His prerogatives^ that of Head of the 
Church, and giving it to another. In the same light do 
I see the naming of evangelists by me, which pertains 
not to any one, but to the Second Adam ; His it is, to 
give names to every beast, and every tree in the spiritual 
Eden. And of this also, I do repent, and call upon the 
whole flock to repent with me. 

(F) p. 91. 
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*' In the same light also do I see the sending forth 
Evangelists unordained, which was the slighting of Jesus 
the apostle, in his apostles, to whom it appertaineth to 
send forth. (G) la all these things I grievously sinned 
against the Lord, and you with me. We were blinded. 
We were unwatchful. We were covetous. We were 
contented to be made rich. We thought not upon the 
poverty of others. We were impatient of the govern- 
ment of apostles, and of the Lord in them. We sought 
independence as a church, and but for the grace of God, 
we had reaped the very independence of Satan. God 
saw that it was not in our heart to do these things : He 
saw that nothing was further from our hearts: that we 
had been taken through our simplicity , by the craft of the 
devil, and therefore he had mercy upon us, and began 
to take the veil from off our eyes by the hand of his 
apostles, to whom he gave timeous discernment of these 
things, with utterance of that which they discerned : but 
I confess for myself, thut I was very slow, yea, and re- 
luctant to turn back from my evil way i whereto I do 
trace the heavy chastisement of the love of my God: and 
the Lord hath declared that there was the same cleaving 
to the evil thing in the elders and in the people. Let us 
now, my dear children, be of one mind to put it away 
with abhorrence and loathing, that we should have been 
found in such deceivableness, and so fearfully deceived. 
For I am assured, that though the Lord showed us at the 
last communion such a token for good, it was unto the 
awakening of us by his redeeming love, to consider our 
past ways, and with haste to turn our feet into the way 
of his commandments. But if we remain in a state of 
lethargy, not laying the thing to heart, nor truly repent- 
ing of it, I know not with what new and more severe 
trials He will try both you and me. I have a good hope, 
however, in my heart, that there will be an awakening to 
understand the purpose of the Lord, and patiently to 

(G) p. 91. 
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wait it. Yet am I not without my fears for some, lest 
they turn aside from the way of the Lord, and abide in 
their former ways, which are not good. 

*' Oh I remember, my beloved, that we are not what 
we were, when the Lord's word did find us : we are 
called, and chosen, and set apart to a great work which 
the Lord seeketh to accomplish in and by us, and for all 
his church, yea, for all the world. We may not dwell 
in our ceiled houses : we may not abide by the sheep- 
cotes : still less may we lie down beside the flesh-pots of 
Egypt, but we must gird up the loins of our mind and 
go forward. 

** We must bear the burden of the Lord : we must 
remember that his presence is in the midst of us, and 
take off the shoes from our feet, because the place where- 
on we stand is holy ground. (H) It is the word of the 
Ix>rd which we have received to keep holy, and to obey. 
And blessed be the Lord that he hath kept the witness of 
the Spirit in the midst of us, and reproved every one 
who hath been betrayed into any mingling of his word. 
Oh ! reverence the word of the Lord whenever it is spoken 
amongst you. Ye elders reverence it ; ye people reve- 
rence it. Cry for the prophet • for he was a chosen yes- 
sel. Hold ye him against his own rebellious heart. Let 
him not go ; and if he will not return, oh ! be ye guilt- 
less of his fall. For myself, while I am conscious of be- 
ing led about by the Lord among his servants, and of 
being used by him in giving them counsel, I am also 
conscious of his hand abiding upon me ; nor do I expect 
to see it removed until we have together thoroughly re- 
pented of our sin, and been cleansed from it in our inward 
parts. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, 
be with you all. Amen. 

*^ Your faithful and loving Pastor, 

** Edward Irving." 

(H) p. 93. • Mr. Taplin. 



^* Keep the munition, watch the way, make thy loins 
strong, fortify thy power mightily." — Nah. ii. 1. 

**' Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you 
of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write 
unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly coti' 
tend for the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints.^* — Jude, 3. 
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The prosperity of Zion, and the spiritual health of her 
children, must ever be paramount considerations with all 
who have any just conceptions of the infinite price at 
which she has been ransomed from the power of a ma- 
licious and crafty adversary ; whose efforts are unceas- 
ingly exerted, to beguile her out of that precious un- 
defiled highway, which the Lord of glory has cast ui> 
for her, with so much labour and travail, humiliation, and 
suffering. Who can view with indifference, the rapid 
rise, and wide diffusion of vital errors, which have issued 
out of the bosom of the Scotch church ; poisoning the 
minds of some of her own brightest ornaments, and con- 
taminating ministers of high promise and usefulness, both 
in the national establishment, and in dissenting congre- 
gations ; occasioning discord in families, separating hus- 
bands and wives, destroying the peace and harmony of 
social life; sapping the foundations of our most holy 
religion, and laying them again, upon the corruptible 
basis of a peccable incarnate Saviour, a fleshly Holy 
Ghost, and false apostles and prophets ! 

The melancholy epistle in which Mr. Irving unbur- 
dens his conscience, presents an undeniable testimony 
from his own lips, that like Manasseh of old, he had 
^^seta carved image of the idol which he had made in the 
house of Oody and made the inhabitants of Jerusalem to 
err, and to do worse than the heathen : '* * 'exalted an 

uncrucified self into the place of a crucified Saviour ! I 
am fully aware, that no human hands can ever remove 
that dark thick veil, which Satan has embroidered witli 

* 2 Chron. zxxiii. 7, 9. 

E 3 
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optical deceptions, and cast over the minds of some of 
my brethren and sisters in Christ ; but, my hearths desire 
and prayer is, for their deliverance : and I implore them, 
as they value their own immortal interests, to imitate the 
noble-minded Bereans, and to try the pretensions of Ir- 
vingism, by the touchstone of Scripture. ** To the law, 
and to the testimony : if they speak not according to 
this word, it is because there is no light in them.** * 

That is a very striking passage in the Revelations, 
wherein the beloved apostle calls the attention of tiie 
church to the mind of God as revealed concerning it ; 
" He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches ! ** t May the great Physician of souls« 
whose office it is to unstop the deaf ear, and to open the 
eyes of the blind, give true spiritual apprehensions to the 
misguided, that they may understand, and be admonished 
by the words of another prophet, whose visions were no 
less comprehensive than those of John ; embracing the 
whole history of Zion to the final establishment of'* Jeho- 
vah Shammah," the heavenly Jerusalem. ^' Therefore 
thus saith the Lord God : Because ye have spoken vanity, 
and seen lies, therefore, behold, I am against you, saith 
the Lord God. And mine hand shall be upon the pro- 
phets that see vanity, and that divine lies : they shall not 
be in the assembly of my people, neither shall they be 
written in the writing of the house of Israel, neither shall 
they enter into the land of Israel ; and ye shall know 
that I am the Lord God. Because, even because they 
have seduced my people, saying. Peace ; and there was 
no peace : and one built up a wall, and lo, others daubed 
it with untempered mortar : Say unto them which daub 
with untempered mortar, that it shall fall : there shall be 
an overflowing shower ; and ye, O great hailstones, shall 
fall 9 and a stormy wind shall rend it. Lo, when the 
wall is fallen, shall it not be said unto you, Where is the 

• Isai. viii. 20. . + Rev. iii. 22. 
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daubing wherewith ye have daubed it? Therefore thus 
saith the Lord God ; I will even rend it with a stormy 
wind in my fury ; and there shall be an overflowing 
shower, in mine anger, and great hailstones in my fury to 
consume it. So will I break down the wall that ye have 
daubed with untempered mortar, and bring it down to 
the ground, so that the foundation thereof shall be dis- 
covered, and it shall fall. Therefore ye shall see no 
more vanity, nor divine divinations : far I will deliver 
my people out of your hand : and ye shall know that I am 
the Lord." • 

(A) Whether Mr. Irving ** prophecies out of his own 
heart,'* concerning a ** perfect church in London," from 
whence all spiritual blessings are to flow '' through the 
whole earth," or, whether he has adopted that chimera 
from the utterances of his imagiuary apostles and pro- 
phets, does not appear ; but, it is evidently a delusive 
expectation. There is no other source from whence spi- 
ritual blessings are derived, than the divine Immanuel, 
who sits as a King and a Priest upon his everlasting 
throne in the '* heavenly sanctuary." From thence issue 
the " holy waters," gradually swelling into a deep river ; 
on the banks of which grow immortal trees of the Lord's 
planting, '* whose leaf shall not fade, neither shall the 
fruit thereof be consumed. ' ' f The glorious Sun of Righ - 
teousness *' shines with holy beauties" into the hearts of 
every true believer in the world, though his brightness 
and perfections are unperceived by the carnal mind ; but, 
the light of Irvingism is a false glare ; a meteor, which, 
sooner or later, must sink into the *' blackness of dark- 
ness for ever." The redeemed church of Christ, as a col- 
lective body, is known only to her divine Head, who 
watches over her night and day, and nourishes her in the 
wilderness '^from the face of the serpent;"^ till the 
appointed time when she shall come forth, * Meaning 

•Ezek.xiii.8— 14,23. f Ibid, xlvii. 1, 12. +Rev.xii.l4. 
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upon the arm of her beloved Surety ; " perfumed with 
myrrh and frankincense, and with all powders of the 
merchant : fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible 
as an army of banners/* * While in the body of sin and 
death, in a militant state, she is intrinsically *' black as 
the tents of Kedar }*' a mass of sin and pollution ; an 
'' unclean thing, and all her righteousnesses as filthy 
rags : " ever prone to hew out for herself " broken cis- 
terns that can hold no water ; '* and *' dealing treacher- 
ously with her Lord : *' yet in the view of the Father, 
who beholds her only in her immaculate Substitute, '' in 
whom his soul delighteth," she is comely as the em- 
broidered curtains of Solomon's temple, of blue, purple, 
scarlet, and fine twined linen. f Her transgressions are 
all washed away, in the precious incorruptible blood of 
the Liamb. Her immortal part is clothed with the beau- 
tiful garments of Immanuel's righteousness ; girded with 
fine linen, clean and white, and anointed with the unc- 
tion of the Holy Ghost, which dwells in infinite measure 
in her exalted Redeemer's glorified humanity. Her feet 
are shod with the everlasting gospel of peace, and her 
person is adorned with the heavenly graces of her divine 
Saviour, as with ornaments of gold, silver, and precious 
stones : and her spiritual nourishment, in this vale of 
tears, is fine flour, oil, honey, and spiced wine of the juice 
of the pomegranate. In consequence of her deformity 
and corruption, she requires discipline, to capacitate her 
soul for glory in the heavenly mansions ; therefore, the 
highway of holiness, upon which she must travel thither, 
is a path of tribulation : but, everlasting praise be ascribed 
to the wisdom which devised and cast it up, '' it is a track 
which no fowl knoweth, and which the vulture's eye hath 
not seen : the lion's whelps have not trodden it, nor the 
fierce lion passed by iV^ The dross and tin of the 

• Songs, iii. 6 ; vi. 10 ; viii. 6. + Ibid, i. 6. 

t Job, xxviil. 7) 8* 
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daughters of ZioD, must all be purged away by the 
*' spirit of judgment, and the spirit of burning.** * Each 
living stone of our spiritual Solomon's everlasting temple, 
must undergo a purifying and refining process, before it 
can be received by our glorious Architect into its des- 
tined place in the heavenly Jerusalem. It is true that at 
regeneration the believer is virtually brought to *' Mount 
Zion, unto the city of the living God, and to an innu- 
merable company of angels ; and to the general assem- 
bly, and church of the first-born, which are written in 
heaven ; ** t but, as long as he remains in this corruptible 
tabernacle, he will find frequent cause to groan under 
its moral and physical infirmities. Never till we 
awake up after the likeness of our divine Elder Brother, 
free from every taint of sin and defilement, shall we find 
ourselves in a perfect church ; and, there is no circum- 
stance in these eventful times more calculated to put us 
on our guard, and to direct our attention to the prospects 
which the Bible unfolds to us, concerning the heavenly 
Zion, than the efforts Satan is using, to chain our thoughts 
and affections to this polluted earth, which is not our rest. 
Oh I if instead of following " cunningly devised fables," 
we had but our eye continually fixed upon the great 
Author and Finisher of our faith, in whom are both the 
'* upper and nether springs *' of our spiritual life ; seek- 
ing to know his mind, and guided by the sweet, stilly 
small voice of his holy Spirit, whispering to our souls, 
** this is the way, walk thou in it; when we turn to the 
right hand, and when we turn to the left,** we should not 
be ** driven about with every wind of doctrine ; ** but, we 
should grow in grace, knowledge, and the love of him 
who is alone worthy. What is human eloquence, and 
what are all the attractions of our fellow-worms but so 
many snares, when we allow them an undue influence 
over our hearts and understandings ! A decent, moral 

" Isai. i. 25 ; iv. 4. f Heb. xU. 22, 23. 
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character, and an external appearance of holiness, are no 
security against error in doctrine. Arius was a man of 
unblemished private character, but not having be^n 
taught of God, and promulgating his own fleshly views 
of divine truth, he became a snare to thousands. ( AA) 

(B) They who sincerely desire •' to learn the way, 
and the word of the Lord,*' need not visit London in 
order to attain that most important object. Our hea- 
venly Father, the divine Saviour, and the Holy Ghost, 
his glorifier, are omnipresent. *^ Whither shall I go from 
thy Spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence ? 
If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the ut- 
termost parts of the sea ; even there shall thy hand lead 
me, and thy right hand shall hold me.'* * In every bar- 
ren wilderness, desolate spot, and in the most hidden 
recesses of the earth, where the glad tidings of the gos- 
pel are faithfully proclaimed, or the Scriptures aire had 
in possession, there the Sun of Righteousness shines 
with healing in his beams, into the hearts of all who be- 
lieve unto salvation : the Father draws them witli *' the 
cords of a man and the bands of love,'* + and the blessed 
Comforter sheds his transforming influences upon their 
souls. Wherever two or three spiritual worshippers meet 
together, for prayer and mutual edification, in the name 
of our glorious Christ, there he is in the midst of them, 
manifesting himself to their hearts as he doth not unto the 
world. '* The hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father in Spirit and in 
truth : for the Father seeketh such to worship him.** % 

(C) This ^^ complete perfect pattern church,'* Mr. Irving 
asserts will be set up in London, '' in answer to the faith 
and prayers of God*8 children.** It may be safely 
affirmed, that they who are taught of the Holy Ghost 
have no such spurious faith, present no such unscriptural 

(AA) Note, page 97- * Fs. cxxxix. 7, 9, + Hos. xi. 4. 

t John, iv. 23. 
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prayers, desire no such pre-eminence for London, or any 
other earthly place- The snre and steadfast anchor of their 
hope, is *' cast within the veil '* of the heavenly sanctuary ; 
where they are represented by their glorious High-priest 
on the throne of divine Majesty ; clothed in a garment 
white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool ; 
in whom alone dwells the full measure of the Holy 
Spirit They look only for an eternal city of pure gold, 
like unto transparent glass, whose foundations are gar- 
nished with all manner of precious stones, and whose 
jasper walls are salvation, and *' every several gate of one 
pearl ; where her sun shall no more go down, neither 
shall her moon withdraw itself: for the.Lamb shall be 
her everlasting light, and Jehovah her glory, and the 
days of her mourning shall be ended.** * That only 
which believers are authorized to ask for by the divine 
Immanuel himself, do they implore the Father to grant. 
** Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is 
in heaven,** is their earnest petition. For the final esta- 
blishment of our glorious Redeemer* s everlasting do- 
minion of purity and peace, in the new heavens and 
the new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness, the ** whole 
creation groans,** and *' the sonls of them that were slain 
for the word of God, and for the testimony which they 
held, cry out from under the altar.*' f For this long-de- 
sired crisis, the Old Testament saints wait ; *' God having 
provided some better thing for us, that they witliout us 
should not be made perfect :**:{: *' that in the dispen- 
sation of the fulness of times he might gather together in 
one, all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and 
which are in earth.'* " I have set watchmen upon thy 
walls, O Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace 
day nor night : ye that make mention of the Lord, keep 
not silence, and give him no rest, till he establish, and 

• Isai. Iz. 1 8-p20 ; Rev. xxi. 18. f Rom. viii. 22 ; Rev. vi. 9. 

t Heb. xt. 40. 
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till he make Jerusalm a praise in the earth.'* * This in- 
deed, is that, which our God is slowly, but surely, accom- 
plishing unto the faith and prayers of his children. * ^ The 
kingdom of God cometh not with observation, (or outward 
show,) neither shall they say, lo here I or, lo there ! for 
the kingdom of God is within you.*' f 

(D) ^* But our fatness of hearty Src brought it to pass, 
that we fell easily into the snare of the devil, by which he 
thought to mar and to thwart the purpose of our God." 
By fatness of heart, I suppose Mr. Irving means spiritual 
pride; for which, there is no remedy, but a deep, 
abiding sense of inherent corruption, self-distrust,and con- 
tinual dependence upon the transforming and restraining 
influences of the Holy Ghost. True spiritual views of 
the glorious impeccable Immanuel, would greatly purify 
the language of those who think more highly of them- 
selves than they ought to think : could tliey see them- 
selves in their true colours, contrasted with the glory, 
beauty, and fulness of grace in the divine Saviour of sin- 
ners, they would shrink into nothingness, and appear in 
their own sight like filthy worms on a dunghill, under 
the full blaze of the meridian sun. 

It is impossible for man or Satan to obstruct the designs of 
Jehovah, who is '' wonderful in counsel, and excellent 
in working ; whose judgments are unsearchable, and his 
ways past finding out. For who hath known the mind 
of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? What 
the Lord hath purposed, who shall disannul ? and when 
his hand is stretched out, who shall turn it back ?* * :J: Every 
attempt of the enemy of souls, against the ransomed 
church of our glorious Immanuel, must recoil ultimately 
upon his own guilty head; and all his stratagems and 
hostilities, are overruled by the omnipotent wisdom of our 
everlasting royal Melchizedek, (whose ** throne is like 

• Eph. i. 10 : IsaL Ixii. 6, 7- + Luke, xvii. 20, 21. 
t Isai. xxviii. 29; Rom. xi. 33, 34; Isai. xiv. 27. 
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the fiery flame, and his wheels of burning fire/'*) for 
the good of his beloved people. '* He disappointeth the 
devices of the crafty, so that their hands cannot perform 
their enterprise. By the blast of God they perish, by 
the breath of his nostrils are they consumed.'' t 

It does not appear that Mr. Irving's eyes were suffi- 
ciently open to perceive, that the miraculous gifts (so 
called), in his church, were' counterfeits ; for so far is he 
from discovering the deception in this respect, that he 
attributes his fall to the misuse of the utterances of his 
imaginary apostles and prophets. The extraordinary 
deference which he pays to these individuals is to be 
lamented, because it is calculated to confirm them in 
their delusions. He imputes the glimpse he had of Sa- 
tan's craft to what he calls their " timeous discernment.'* 
May their penetration reach further in their own case $ 
but above all, may the light of our glorious Christ scat- 
ter the thick darkness in which they are enveloped. 
They have only to examine the records of ecclesiastical 
history, and they will discover that these false gifts of the 
Spirit are but the revival of an old fraud which the dra- 
gon has practised in the outward church, from at least 
the third century to the present day. (BB) The mira- 
culous gifts, which were originally exercised in the in- 
fancy of the gospel church, to convince men's senses, 
understanding, and judgpnent, of the truth of the apos- 
tle's testimony, concerning redemption- work, by an ex- 
alted and risen Saviour, have long since ceased : they 
were in truth but types of more substantial miracles, 
which the Holy Ghost unremittingly works in the bosoms 
of all whose names are written in the " Lamb's book of 
life." This is a secret operation, carried on without 
noise, pomp, or display ; by which the dead in trespasses 
and sins are raised to life } the lepers are cleansed in 
ImmanuePs blood $ the blind receive spiritual sight ; the 

« Dan. vii. 9. f Job, v. 12; iv. 9. (BB) Note, page 97. 
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deaf hear the Shepherd's voice ; the dumb speak the pure 
language of Canaan ; and the lame walk ou the highway 
of holiness. We recognize the finger of God, and adore 
his omnipotence in the many sublime displays afforded 
in the Scriptures of Jehovah's power over all animate 
and inanimate creation : but what is all physical reno- 
vation and health, compared to the mighty work of the 
new creation in the soul ? When the Holy Ghost speaks 
to the heart of a sinner, it is in a "still, small voice," 
which cannot be uttered. ** My doctrine shall drop as 
the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small 
rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the 
grass." ** I will be as the dew unto Israel : he shall 
grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon." * 
The powerful operations of the blessed Spirit, rends the 
mountains of unbelief, and breaks in pieces the stony 
heart without noise ; secretly applying the word of God 
to the conscience, through the medium of a renewed and 
sanctified understanding, and not by an excitement of the 
senses : convincing man of his utter depravity, and ruined 
state by nature ; and afterwards revealing an undefiled^ 
sinless, divine Elder Brother, as the '^Lord his High- 
teousness." The agency of this blessed Comforter is not 
to be recognized in the excited fleshly vociferations of a 
Cardale, a Taplin, or a Drummond ! Neither is Irving, 
ism tinctured with the " Holy Unction'' which is assumed 
by its founder. 

(E) It must be apparent to all whose eyes are open, 
and whose judgment is not obscured by a spirit of infa- 
tuation, that the powers of darkness have indeed •' taken 
crafty counsel against God's people, and consulted against 
his hidden ones. They have said. Come, and let us cut 
them off from being a nation ; that the name of Israel 
may be no more in remembrance." + Mr. Irving's own 
confession, that he had been seduced by the artifices ofSa^ 

• I>eut. xxxii. 2 ; Hos. xiv. 5. + Ps. Ixxxiii. 3, 4. 
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ton, into a plot against the divine purposes, ought to 
serve as a powerful admonition to those among his disci- 
ples, who sincerely desire to walk in the narrow path 
which leads to everlasting life, to examine well the basis 
upon which they stand ; and may the Lord of glory en- 
able them to sepai*ate the precious from the vile, the 
chaff from the wheat ! 

(F) " The calf^^ is nowhere used in Scripture as a 
figure of eldership that I can discover : but as tlie simi- 
litude of that animal was made an object of idolatrous 
worship by the Israelites, it is not improperly used in 
this exoneration of a burdened conscience. *' The work- 
man made it, therefore it is not God : but the calf of 
Samaria shall be broken in pieces.** * 

The church of Rome, in its loftiest usurpations, and 
deepest corruptions, never presumed to imagine that it 
could ** sit head over the fulness of the Spirit ; ** though 
it blasphemously encroached upon divine authority, in 
the remission of sins, by the scandalous traffic of indul- 
gences; and in endeavouring to subject to its power, 
kingdoms and states ; deposing and crowning sovereigns, 
as the representatives of the Most High God, by whom 
alone " kings reign, and princes decree justice.** Where, 
alas I can we find a more striking picture of the ** man 
of sin," than Mr. Irving himself has delineated with his 
own pen?—'* sitting in the temple of God, showing him- 
self that he is God.*' Hear his own words: **^ this ex- 
altation of the angel of the church to sit head over the 
fulness of the Spirit ^ was truly the making of the calf to 
worship itj^^ &c. 

(G) It is much to be deplored, that after having *' eaten 
up the good pasture, and trodden down the residue : — 
drank of the deep waters, and polluted the residue with 
his feet,** Mr. Irving should have sent forth so many 
false teachers, who *' have seen vanity, and lying divi- 

• Hos. viii, 6. 
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nations I saying, the Lord saith : and tlie Lord hath not 
sent them ; and they have made others to hope that they 
would confirm the word.** * They may have good in- 
tentions ; but the zeal by which they are animated, pro- 
ceeds not from the genuine faith which works by love to 
the adorable Redeemer of sinners ; and it is without 
knowledge, for they need themselves to be '* taught the 
first principles of the oracles of God," before they can 
expect to be efficient messengers of peace and recon- 
ciliation to guilty man, through the precious incorrup- 
tible blood of the spotless Lamb of God. They may 
gather together crowds of auditors^ and excite the pas- 
sions and affections of the natural mind, and add mul- 
titudes of spurious converts to their party, who will be 
charmed with a religion which exalts the creature, in- 
stead of humbling him to the dust on account of sin ; 
and which slightly heals the wounds of a depraved na- 
ture, ** saying. Peace, peace, when there is no peace ; '* 
which is an evil of the first magnitude, because it 
*' strengthens the hands of the wicked, that he should not 
return from his wicked way, by promising him life.*' f 

It is the peculiar office of the great Shepherd and Bishop 
of souls to prepare and qualify the true ministers of his 
church upon earth ; who are '* held in his right hand,** 
and ** called and chosen, and faithful and true.** :( 
These heralds of the everlasting gospel do not rush into 
this sacred office, " as the horse rusheth into the battle ; ** 
but in the fear of the Lord, they go forth in the path, 
which is opened to them in the dispensations of divine 
Providence ; that complicated and mysterious machinery, 
by which the secret springs of the King of glory*s go- 
vernment are moved ; and, by means of which, all events, 
the evil as well as the good, are constrained to advance 
the interests of his kingdom. The '* pastors after God*s 

* Ezek. xxxiv. 18( xiii. 6. f Jer. vi. 14 ; Ezek. xiii. 22. 

j:Rev. i. 16; xvii. 14. 
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own heart," are neither actuated by false zeal, nor influ- 
enced by self-interested motives. They preacli not 
themselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord $ whom they de- 
light to honour and exalt, and to give him, as is due in 
bU. things, the glory and pre-eminence. They have 
" renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking 
in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully ; *' * 
but, divesting their hearers of all self-righteous notions, 
and self-complacency in their own fancied attainments, 
they display to them their utterly ruined, and miserable 
condition, without an atoning Saviour, whose cross is the 
*' power of God unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth." f They faithfully proclaim a full, free^ unme- 
rited redemption through the precious bloody and infinite 
righteousness of an immaculate Surety ; and the neces- 
sity of being '' bom again of incorruptible seed, by the 
word of God; which liveth and abideth for ever,"} 
to qualify them for the heavenly mansions, into which 
*^ notliing that can defile shall enter." 

(H) We are commanded to bear one another's bur- 
dens, and so fulfil the law of Christ; and the sweet 
Psalmist of Israel has given a most blessed encourage- 
ment, to the tried and afflicted children of God, to lean 
upon the arm of Jehovah Jesus, in whom is everlasting 
strength. **Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he 
will sustain thee : he shall never suffer the righteous to be 
moved." ^ To say that *' we must bear the burden of 
the Lord," is reversing the order of things ; but my only 
aim is to set up a way-mark for the children of the king- 
dom. — I have no desire to make Mr. Irving an *' oflfender 
for a word ; " there is incontrovertible evidence from his 
own confessions, that, conjointly with his proselytes, he 
had been following an ignus fatuus, which every sound- 
minded spiritual believer must desire to see extinguished, 

• 2 Cor. iv. 2. f 1 Cor. i. 18. J 1 Pet. i. 23. 

§GaLvi. 2; Fs.1v. 22. 
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lest it should be a means of conducting souls into the 
** miry places and marshes, which are not to be healed 
by the holy waters." * Every individual, whom it shall 
please our glorious Immanuel, in his infinite love, to 
enlighten by his sovereign grace, and deliver out of this 
terrible snare, will discover that be had been feeding 
upon a ministry, which is **as when an hungry man 
dreameth, and behold he eateth ; but he awaketh, and 
his soul is empty : or, as when a thirsty man dreameth, 
and behold he drinketh ; but he awaketh, and behold, 
he is faint, and his soul hath appetite.*' t 
• Inringism is not ^' holy ground,** but rather an *' abo- 
mination that maketh desolate;" the foundations of 
which have been laid in the abasement of the Creator, 
and in the exaltation of the creature. It is a departure 
from ** the faith once delivered to the saints,** an unclean 
path, very different to the '' highway of holiness.'* Oh ! 
you, who desire, or imagine that you possess miraculous 
gifts, consider how possible it is realty to exercise these, 
and yet to fall short of salvation ; and then say, are they 
to be coveted by the humble follower of the '* Lord our 
Righteousness?** Balaam and Caiphas present awful 
examples of prophesying, the one in an eminent manner, 
for the benefit of Zion, and the other, concerning the 
atonement of our divine Immanuel, without any partici^ 
potion in the blessings which they predicted. Glorious 
words were put into Balaam's mouth, for the edification 
and refreshment of the church in all ages ; while his own 
heart remained unchanged, and devoid of grace. '' He 
heard the words of God, knew the knowledge of the 
Most High ; and saw, in the visions of the Almighty, 
the tabernacles *' of the spiritual ^' Israel spread forth 
as gardens by the river's side ; as the trees of lign-aloes 
which the Lord had planted, and as cedar*trees beside 
the waters ; " while he *• ran greedily for reward, and 

* Ezek. xlvii. 11. f Isai. xxix. 8. 
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loved the wages of unrighteoiuiiieBS." How terrible is 
thai declaration whidi be utleni coDoeming himself, as, 
having neither part nor lot in our glorious Christ! 
While speaking of the *' bright Morning Star," which 
should **come out of Jacob,'* he says, " 1 shall see him, 
but not now % I shall behold him, but not nigh.** * He 
predicts the conquests and exaltation of Messiah, the 
triumphs of his kingdom, and the universal outpouring 
of the waters of salvation; yet his own soul is never 
refreshed with one drop of this precious liquid ; which 
'* whosoever drinks, it shedl be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life.*' t *' He ** (i. e. the 
King who shall be higher than Agag) ** shall pour the 
water out of his backets, and his seed shall be in many 
waters." 

Wliile Caiphas was engaged with the chief priests and 
rulers in promoting the death of our divine Immanuel, 
whose wisdom, and exquisite purity, excited the enmity 
of their blind and carnal hearts, the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon him, and he prophesied concerning the sal- 
vation of both Jew and Gentile, through that precious 
unblemished Lamb, which Jehovah had provided, though 
he understood not his own prediction ! 

The tragical history of the son of Beor, presents more 
especially, a solemn warning, both to the writer and 
reader, of this humble effort in the cause of unperverted 
truth ; it is calculated to lead the former to pray , that she 
may *' hold fast her confidence steadfast unto the end; " 
and it admonishes the latter, to rouse himself to a sense 
of his danger ; — ^to shake off the dust of error and de- 
lusion, and to emancipate himself from his slavery to 
the Father of lies, by renouncing his impositions, and 
bold mimicry of the Holy Ghost, and taking refuge in an 
impeccable Immanuel ; who only can give him a right 

• Jude, 11 ; 2 Pet il. 15 ; Num. xxiv. 16, 5, 17. 

-f John, iv. 14. 
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to the tree of life. Clothed in the beautiful garments of 
his essential holiness, Reader I may you enter in through 
the gates of the true citify Jehovah Shammah, *' where pro- 
phecies shall fail, tongues cease, and knowledge shall 
vanish away : for there we shall know even as we are 
known.** * May you and I stand together with Im- 
manuel*s victorious band on the sea of glass, with the 
harps of God, singing the song of Moses and the Lamb ; 
saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God 
Almighty, just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints ! 
Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name, 
for THOU ONLY ART HOLY ! ! ! 

• Rev. xxii. 14 ; 1 Cor. xiii. 8, 12. 



NOTE S. 



(AA) " Arius of Alexandria, in iiis beginnings, was a pro- 
mising character Understanding and capacity will 

command respect, and these were undoubtedly possessed by 
Arius in a great degree. He was by nature formed to deceive. 
In bis behaviour and manner of life he was severe and grave : 
in his person tall and venerable; and in his dress almost 
monastic. Ue was agreeable and captivating in conversation, 
and well skilled in logic and all the improvements of the human 
mind, then fiishionable in the world. 

Such was the famous Arius, who gave name to one of the 
most powerftil heresies which ever afflicted the church of 
Christ, and of whom Cicero*s words, with little variation, in 
his masterly character of Cataline, might be delivered : — '^ had 
he not possessed some apparent virtues, he would not have 
been able to form so great a design, nor to have proved so 
ibrmidable an adversary.'* He, who does much mischief in deceiving 
toult, must at leatt have a fiir appearance qf fnora<«.'*— Mxlmer, 
page 212. 

Century III. 

(BB) '* TertuUian believed that the Holy Ghost had in- 
spired Montanus, and sent him to reform and perfect the dis- 
cipline of the Church ; and he did not attribute this privil^^ 
to Montanus only, but also to several of his disciples^ and 
principally to women ; and they would have it believed that 
there were among them, several persons who had revelations, 

p 
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and prophesied things to a>me. These persons were some- 
times strangely agitated ; sometimes they fell into an ecstasy. 
TMs sect gave a respectful attention to all that they said, either 
while they were thus agitated, or after they came to them- 
selves : as it was believed that these were so many revelations of 
which it was not lawjul to make any doubt j they allowed them to 
speak in their assemblies when tftey would ; and they believed that 

tJiey had more power and authority than priests and bishops 

As soon as ever this sect appeared in the world, it deluded a 
great many Christians by that outward stww of perfection and 
sanctity which it carried along with it. For on the one hand 
the austerity of their lives added weight and credit to their 
revelations ; and on the other hand, their revelations caused 
their discipline to be embraced. Several good men were imme- 
diately brwght into the snare ; and in a short time we find the 
churches of Phrygia, and afterwards other churches^ divided 
upon account of these new prophecies." — Du Pin, vol. i. 83. 

*' The very severity of Montanu8*s doctrines gained him the 
esteem and confidence of many, who were far from being of 
the lowest order. The most eminent among them were Pris- 
cilla and Maximilla, ladies more remarkable for their opulence, 
than for their virtue, and who fell with a high degree of 
warmth and zeal into the visions of their fiinatical chief; pro- 
phesied like him, and imitated the pretended paraclete in all 
the variety of his extravagance and folly. Hence it became 
an easy matter for Montaniis to erect a new church, which was 
also in effect first established at Pepuza, and afterwards 
spread abroad through Asia, Africa, and a part of Europe.** — 
MoBHEiM, vol. i. 109. 

Century XVI. 

** In the year 1625, a prodigious multitude of seditious fanatics 
arose like a whirlwind all of a sudden in different parts of Ger- 
many ...... The greatest part of this furious and formidable 

mob was composed of peasants and vassals, who groaned under 
heavy burdens, and declared they were no longer able to bear 

the despotic severity of their chiefs But no sooner had 

the enthusiastic Munzer put himself at the head of this out- 
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rageous rabble, than the fiu:e of things changed entirely 

and a party among them intitted upon a new firm of reBffious doc- 
trine^ government^ and vorthip — upon the establishment of a pure^ 
and unspotted (iiurth; and to add wei^ to thu demand^ pretended 
tfiat it was suggested by the Holy Ghost^ with which they were di- 
vindy and miraculously inspired" — Mosheim, voL ii. 35. 
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Trinity Chapel, Conduit Street. 



BT THE 

REV. A. WES TOBY, M.A., 

Curate and Chaplain to the Right Hon. the Earl of Olasgow. 

HELPS TO REPENTANCE ; or Six Lectures addressed to 
Persons of different Ages. Delivered in the Pariah Church, of 
Stagsden, Bedfordshire, during the season of Uient. 12mo. Si. 
doth bds. 



BT THE 

REV. U. C. DILLON, M.A., 

MINISTER OF CHARLOTTE CHAPEL, PIMLICO. 

LECTURES on some of the ARTICLES of FAITH of the 
CHURCH of ENGLAND. DeUvered during Lent, 1835. 12mo. 
55. 6<i. doth. 



JONATHAN WALTON, D.D. 

The DOCTRINE of REPENTANCE as set forth in the 
Gospel, and as illustrated in the Parahle of the Prodigal Son, in Six 
Lectures ; to which are added. Three Discourses on the Family that 
Jesus loved, and a Funeral Sermon preached in the Parish Church 
of Birdbrook, Essex. 12mo.65. bds. 



BY J. HATCHARD ft SON. 13 



BT 

JOHN WOODWARD, Esq., 

One of his Majesty'i Jtudces of the Peace for the County of 

SuMex. 

SHORT EXPOSITION of the CREED ; with en Intredue- 
tory Letter to hit Grace the Lord Archhiihop of Centarbnry on the 
Esubliflhed Church, and on the Utility of Creeds. 12mo. fis. bdi. 



NEW INTERPRETATION 

or A POBTION QV 

THE THIRD CHAPTER OF GENESIS, 

Viewed in connexion with other parts of the Bible ; including an 
Inquiry into the Introduction, Nature, and Extent of Satanic 
Influence in the World. 8vo. 6s, bds. 



BY THE 

REV. ROBERT GRANT, B.C.L., Vicar. 

SIX LECTURES on the PARABLE of the PRODIGAL 
SON, delivered in the Parish Church of Bradfotd-Ahbas, Dorset, 
during Lent, 1830. 12mo. 3s. bds» 



BY THB 

REV. THOMAS BISSLAND, A.M., 

OF BALIOL COLLEGE, OXOV, 

Rector of Hartley Maudytt, Hants, and Chaplain to the Right 

Hon. Lord Bexley. 

SERMONS, preached hi St. Paulas Chapel, Winchmort HilL 

&ro. lOs. 6d, boards. 

A SECOND VOLUME of SERMONS is preparing for pab- 

licatidn. 



\ 
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BY 

JOSEPH FINCHER, Esq. 

The ACHIEVEMENTS of PRAYER; selected excliuivdy from 
the HOLY SCRIPTURES. Second Edition. i2mo. 6«. bds. 

BT THE SAME AUTHOB, 

The INTERPOSITION of DIVINE PROVIDENCE; eelected 
exclusively from the Holy Scriptures. 12mo. 6s. bds. 



BY THE 

RT. HON. SIR GEORGE HENRY ROSE, Bart. 

SCRIPTURAL RESEARCHES. 12mo. 7«. 6d. bds. 



BY THE 

REV. THOMAS T. BIDDULPtI, M.A., 

Minister of St. James*s^ Bristol; and late of Queen's College, 

Oxford. 

PRACTICAL ESSAYS on the MORNING and EVENING 
SERVICES, and on the Collects in the LituTgy of the Church of 
EngUnd. Third Edition. 3 vols. 8to. U. 7s. bds. 



SHORT 

MEMORIALS OF THE LORD'S GOODNESS, 

tllustrated ik the followixo varratives: 

Old Gabriel — Catherine Raddek — Hamlet of St. 

BuDEATJx — The Aged Shepherd — The Aged Widow 

—The Aged Gipsy — Visits to a Cottage— 

Serious Thoughts for the Aged— On the 

Power and Grace of the Holy Spirit. 

12mo. 4<. 6(/. bds. 



BY J. HATCHARD & SON. 16 



BY THE 

REV. EDWARD CURTIS KEMP. 

THE COURSE OF CHRISTIAN OBEDIENCE. 8vo. 68. 

doth. 



BY THE 

REV. J. SARGEAUNT, M.A., 

Vicar of l>oddington, and Curate of Easton, Maudit, Northampton- 
shire. 
SERMONS^ chiefly Parochial and Exhortatory. Svo. 8s. bds. 



BY MISS MARSHALL. 

EXTRACTS from the RELIGIOUS WORKS ofFENELON, 
Archbishop of Camliray; translated from the Original Frendi. 
Eighth Edition, with a portrait I2mo. fis. bds. 



BY THE 

REV. J. W. HATHERELL, A.M., 

HECTOR OF EASTINGTON. 

NINE SERMONS on the CHURCH CATECHISM, preached 
in the Parish Church of Eastington, near Stroud, Gloucestein^ire, in 
August, 1834^ principally for the benefit of those who offered them- 
selves as candidates for the rite of Confirmation. 8yo. 58. 6d. 



BY THE 

REV. E. S. APPLEYARD, 

CAIDS COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE. 

FOUR LECTURES on the LITURGY, delivered in the Parish 
Church of Luton, Bedfordshire. 12mo. 28. 6d. doth. 

TWELVE SERMONS, Brief and Explanatory. 12mo. 48. bd». 
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FAMILY AND PRIVATE DEVOTION. 



FAMILY PRAYERS. By the late Henry Thokktok, 
Esq., M.P. Third Edition. 12mo. 28. bds. 



FAM ILY PRAYERS. By the late W. Wilbeeforcs, Esq. 
Edited by his Son, the Rev. R. J. Wilberfoece, Vicar of East 
Farleigh, Kent ; late Fellow of Oriel College. Post Svo. 2s. 6d. 
deth. Seeond Edition. Foolscap 8yo. Is. 6d. sewed. Th'ad 
Edition. 



A FORM OF PRAYERS, selected and composed for the use 
of a Family, principally consisting of Young Persons. Eleventh 
Edition. ]2mo. 2s. 6d. doth bds. 

TV 

4 

FAMILY PRAYERS fbr every Day in tibe Week, selected from 
various portions of the Holy Bible, with References. To which are 
added a few Prayers for Persons in private, and Fourteen Original 
Hymns. Third Edition. 12mo.2s.6d. 



A COURSE of MORNING and EVENING PRAYERS, for 

thp use of Families of the Poor. 6d. ; or 6s. per dozen. 

VI 

REV. H. TATTAM'S HELPS to DEVOTION. Momhig 
and Evening Prayers for every day in the Week, adapted for the 
Use of Families; with Short Prayers for particular occasions. 
18mo. 2s. 

VXl 

FORMS of PRAYERS adapted for the Use of Sdiools and 
Families, consisting of Young Persons ( also Poems on Religious 
subjects. By J. Show. 2s. 6d. bound. ' 



The Rev. A. WESTOBY'S DAILY HELPS to DEVO- 
TION for Christians in Retirement. 12mo. 3s. 



fiY J. HATCHARD 9t SON. 17 



FAMILY PRAYERS for every day in the Week, oompikd 
from the Mithorifled FormnUries of tlie Reformed £puoepal Church 
of England and Ireland (through grace of God by law eetabliibed.} 
By Glekicus. 18mo. sewed, Is. 



EDUeATiON. 

I 



The Eleventh Edition of HINTS for the IMPROVEMENT 
of EARLY EDUCATION and NURSERY DISCIPLINE. 
12mo. Ss. 6d. boards. 



The PEEP of DAY; or, a Series of the EarQeet Religious 
Inatruction the Infant Mind is capable of receiving. Third Edition, 
with a new series of Plates, corrected and enlarged. In the Press. 

REMARKS on CLERICAL EDUCATION. By the Rev. 
H. Raikes, A.M., Cfaaneellor of the Diocese of Chester. ISmo. 
5s. boards. 

IV 

A MANUAL of RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION, to assbt 
Parents in preparing their Children for the rite of Confirmation, 
and the more solemn duty of receiving the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. By A Lay Member of the Church of England. 
12mo. 6s* bds. 

V 

The Eighth Edition of A PRACTICAL VIEW of CHRIS- 
TIAN EDUCATION in its EARLY STAGES, with Additions. 
By Thomas Babinotox, Esq. 12mo. ds. bds. 

VI 

FIRST STEPS to ASTRONOMY and GEOGRAPHY, with 

Plates. 12mo. 98. bds. 



ADVICE to GOVERNESSES. 12mo. Si. bds. 
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▼in. 

A SPONSOR*S GIFT ; being FamiUBr Essays on those things 
'^ which 8 Christian ought to know and believe,** in a Series of 
Letters to an absent Gk)dchild. Second Edition. 12mo. 3s. bds. 



The HISTORICAL INTERVAL between the OLD and 
NEW TESTAMENTS; illustrating the Faithfulness of God 
to His People; the Fulfilment of Prophecj,&c.&c. Designed 
chiefly for the Use of Young Persons. By the Author of " A 
Sponsor*8 Gift.** ] 2mo. price Gs. boards. 



A SHORT and CONNECTED COURSE of READING 
from the OLD TESTAMENT; designed to present a general 
view of its principal matter as illustrated by Christianity ; and thus 
exhibiting one and the same design carried on from the earliest 
ages of the world to the present day. By the Rev. Herbert N. 
Beaver, M.A. One thick duodecimo volume, 10s. 6d. 

XI 

The RECITER ; a Work particularly adapted to the Use of 
Schools; consisting of Pieces Moral, Religious, and Sacred, in 
Verse and Prose, selected and classed on a new plan, with refer- 
ence to the different ages of Students. By the late Rev. Edward 
Ward, A.M. Foui% Edition, 12mo. 4s. 6d. bds., or 68. bound. 



BOOKS FOR CmLDREN A YOUNO PERSONS. 

I 

I\I ARY and FLORENCE ; or, Grave and Gay. 5s. cloth. 

*' We cftn nfelv anure all parents and gtiardians, aunts, couiink, and lo forth,— the 
whole fkmily of gift-beBtowertt— that they cannot pon<blf idect a book which will he 
more certain of pLoasln^r their young Mmda.''—IjUerarp Gazette. 



MIRIAM : or, the Power of Trudi. A Jewish Tale. Fourth 
Edition. 12mo. 6s. doth extra. 

in 

PRAYERS for YOUNG CHILDREN, with WATTS'S 
HYMNS. Eztm doth, with vignette. Is. 6d. 



BY J. HATCHARD & SON. 19 



BY MRS. SHERWOOD, 

Author of the History of the ^' Fairchild Family/* &c. &c. 



TheHISTORY of HENRY MILNER, 
a Little Boy, who was not brought up ac- 
oordinff to the Fashions of this World. 
Iteukoa. bds.; two vols. 128. bds. com- 
plete. Parts I. II. Mid IIL may be had 
sefiaratdy. 3b. 6d. and 0s. 

BY THS 8AMK AUTHOR, 

I. The HISTORY of the FAIRCHILD 
FAMILY. 1 volume lihnA. fie. boards, 
leventh Edition. 



2. The ORPHANS of NORMANDY; 

or, Florentine and Luda 18mo. 2s. 6d. 
boards. Third Edition. 

a The HEDGE of THORNS. 12mo. 
28. boards. Fourth Edidon. 

4. The Litde MOMIERE. ISnio. 3b. 
cloth. 

6. VICTORIA. 12ma4e.bo«nls. 



V 

BY MARTA JANE JEWSBURY. 

LETTERS to the YOUNG. Third Edition, enlarged. 12mo. 

6s. boards. 

VI 

The ANNALS OF MY VILLAGE. Being a Calendar of 
Nature for every Month in the Year. With Illustrations. By the 
Author of " Domesticated Animals,*' " Select Female Biography,*' 
^' Conchologist's Companion,*' &c. Svo. 12s. bound in canvass. 

vn 

JUVENILE SUNDAY LIBRARY. Vol. L Containii>g 
Lives of the Apostles and Early Alartyrs of the Churdi. 18mo. 
4s. neatly half-bound. VoL II. preparing. 



NINE SERMONS on the LORD'S PRAYER, for the use of 
young Children. Neat cloth, Is. 6d. 



STEPPING-STONES for TOTTERING FEET; or, Reading 
Lessons adapted to Mrs. Williams's Syllabic Method, with plates. 
16mo. 3s. 6d. doth. 



SUNDAY READINGS for very Htdc Boys and Ghrk. By the 
Author of <' Family Prayers from the Bible." Second Edition, 
Is. boards. 
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BIBLE STORIES, selected ftom the Old and New Testaments, 
familiarized for the Use of Children. By the Author of " Ellen 
Webster,** &c. &c. Third Edition. 2 vols. I8mo. 5b. half-bonnd. 



ALICE SEYMOUR. A Practical Tale fixrni Life. 12mo. 
48. 6d. cloth boards. 



CONSISTENCY. By Charlotte Elizabeth. Fourth 
Edition. 18mo. 2s. Gd. bds. 



The FRIENDS ; or, the INFLUENCE of RELIGION ; a 
Tale for Young Persons entering into Life. By M. A. £. Han- 
sard. 12mo. 5s. 6d. cloth. 



SCENES in our PARISH. By a Country Parson's Daughter. 
Second Edition^ oonected. 12mo. 58. boards. 

BT THE SAME AUTHOR. 

A SECOND SERIES. 12mo. 58. boards. 



CRESSINGHAM RECTORY. 

FAMILY CONVERSATIONS on Various Subjects. 
By Elizabeth Anne Hendry. 



MISBELLANEOUS WORKS. 

DE LOLME ON THE CONSTITUTION. 

A New Edition, with Notes, Index, &e. &e. By William 
HV6HES Hv«he8, Esq., M.P. With a Portrait of the Author. 
8vo. 128. doth. ■ 



BY J. HATCHARD & SON. 21 



HON. MISS C. GRIMSTONS PRAYER BOOK. 

A New Edition reduced in riie^ and having the New Vcnioii 

in each Volume. 

The FORMS of MORNING and EVENING PRAYER, 
aoooiding to the uae of the United Church of England and Irebmd, 
together with the Psalms of David. To which are added, the 
First Lessons, to he read on Sundays, and the Second Lessons, as 
they are appointed to he said everj Morning and Evening in the 
year. The whole arranged in the order in which they are used ; 
the fisst voUnne containing the Morning, and Ae second the Even- 
ing Service. 1/. 10s. plahi moroooo; 35s. morocco elegant, 26s. in 
cw, gilt leaves. 



HYMNS, 

WITH A SELECTIOV OF APPROPaiATE VU8IC. 

In 4to. 10s. <ML doth, gilt edges. 

« Ib this elegant work we are tapplied with a auitable hynm for every Sandaj la the 
IT. UwlU be found «mAi1 in the domeide drcl&*'— OWMfon HinMiii6fnmgf. 



BT 

W. ROBERTS, Esd., A.M., of Lincoln's Inn, 

Editor of the '^ Life and Correspondence of Mrs. H. More.** 
THE PORTRAITURE OF A CHRISTLIN GENTLEMAN. 

Second Edition. Os. boards. 
^' Veniin atque decens.*' 



BY W. NEWNHAM, Esq. 

A TRIBUTE of SYMPATHY, addressed to Mourners. Con- 
tents: — 1. Indulgence of Grief. — 2. Moderation ofGrieU — 3. Ex- 
cessive Sorrow..»4. Advantages of Sorrow. — 5. Self-examination.— 
6. Resignation. — 7* Sources of Consolation. Seventh Edition. 
12mo. hoards, 5s. 
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SERMONS and EXTRACTS cobsolatoiy on the low of 
Friends, selected from the Works of the most Eminent Divmes. 
Third Edition. 8vo. lOs. 6d. bds. 



CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY; a Collection of Letters addressed 
to Mourners. Fourth Edition. 32mo. 28. 6d. neat doth, gilt 
edges, or 3s. 6d. silk. 

The SOLACE of an IN VALI D. Third Edition. 12mo. da. 6d. 

boards. 



MICHAEL the MARRIED MAN ; being a Sequel to "The 
History of Michael Eemn." By the Author of ''Shades of 
Character,** and *•*' Michael Kemp.*' 2 vols. 12mo. boards. 



The FANCY FAIR ; a Tale. l2mo. 2b. 6d. doth. 

'< There are truths— startling and affecting truths — in this little 
tale. We earnestly entreat those who, from benevolence and sta- 
tion, have the power of doing good, to peruse this volume ere they 
bestow their patronage on another Fancy Fair.**— Court JournaL 



The LAND of VISION ; or. Glimpses of the Past, Present, 
and the Future. Post 8vo. price 8s. bds. 



PRACTICAL TRUTHS from HOMELY SAYINGS. 32to0. 
Neatly done up in doth boards, gilt edges and lettered, Ss. 



JUST published, 

THE CHRISTIAN REMEMBRANCE, 

Being a Selection in Prose and Verse, from various Authors ; among 
whom are Bishop Heber, Fenelon, Leighton, Fry, &c. 

CONTAINING ALSO, 

A Beautiful POEM on the JUDGMENT DAY. By Sift 
Walter Scott. 32mo. doth, gilt leaves, 2s. 



BY J. HATCHA.RD & SON. 23 



VALDENSIAN MISCELLANY ; ooatainlng Historical De- 
tails of the Valdenses, in Piemont aiid other countries. With 
abridged TnmsIadoDs of ** THistoire des Vaudois,*' par Bresse, and 
1% Roitre Olorieuse, d* Henri Anauld, with the Andent Valdenrian 
Catechism. To which are subjoined. Original Letters, written dur- 
ing a residence among the Vaudois of Piemont and Wirtemberg, in 
1825. Eight plates. 6to. 12s. boards. 



The SCRIPTURE GARDEN WALK; comprising the Bo- 
tanical Exposition and Natural History of every Plant occurring in 
the Sacred Scriptures, with appropriate Reflections and Original 
Poetry. 8to. With a beautiful copperplate Vignette. Price 
10s. 6d. doth. 



In 8va, price 12s. boards, 
The STATISTICS of FRANCE. By Lewis Goldsmith. 



The 20th Edition. 8vo. 288. cloth. 

DEBRETT'S COMPLETE PEERAGE of the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, carefully revised, and embdlisfael 
with a New Set of Coats of Arms. Edited by Wm. Coukthope, 

Esq. 



BT THE SAME EDITOR^ 

The 7th Edition, 8vo. 28s. doth. 

The BARONETAGE of ENGLAND ; with Lists of such 
Baronetcies as have meiged into the Peerage, or ha^e become ex- 
tinct, as also of the existing Baronets of Nova Sc6tia and Ireland. 



AN UNIVERSAL GAZETTEER, or Geographical Dic- 
^lOKAiiT OF THE WoRLD ; founded on the works of Brookes and 
Walker ; with the addition of several thousand names, not to be 
found in any other work, the latitude and longitude throughout, and 
the relatiye distances most carefully ezanSned. By George 
Landman K, Esq. C.E. 8vo. price 168. 



The 2ist Edition, price Od. 

EIGHTEEN MAXIMS of NEATNESS and ORDER ; to 
which is prefixed an Introduction, by Theresa Tidy. 



WORKS P UBIISHIW8 PE RIODICALLY. 

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HER MAJESTY. 

Now puhlisbingy on alternate Months, 
THE SACRED CLASSICS, OE LIBRARY OF DIVINIT V, 

WITH INTRODUCTORT ESSAYS TO EACH AUTHOR. 

Edited by the 

REV. R. CATTERMOLE, RD.; AND THE REV. H. STEBBING, M. A. 

Asiisted by Dr. SOUTHEY, Dr. CROLY, Dr. PYE SMITH, andothera. 

The fioUowing valuable Works have appeared, and may be had together or aeparately. 
With Portraits and IllustFationfl, Price 4s. 6d. Morocco doth, lettered : 



Jeremy Taylor's Liberty of Pnmhesying. 
Cav«^s Lives of the Apostles, 3 Vob. 
Bates's Soixitual PeiKeUoD. 
iOshop Hall's most admired Treatises. 



Baxter's Dying Thoughts. Boyle's Veneration due to God, &c. 



Jcnmir Taylor's Select Sermoas. 

Butlers Analogy. 

Walls's Lyric Poems. 

Beroridg^s Private Thoughts, and the 

Advantage of Communion, 2 Vols. 
GaveTs Primitive Christianity, &c. 2 Vols. 



Ldfl^tan'sExposidon of the Creed, Prayer, 

and Ten Commandments* 
Sermmisfor Lent* Easter, andWhitRin- 

tide, 3 Vols. 



Knox's Christian Philosophy. 
Howe's God's Prescienoe of theSinsof Men. 
Sacred Poetry of the Seventeentii Century. 
Taylor's Life of Christ, 3 Vols. 6«.each. 
Locke on the Reaiionableness of Chrfad- 
anity, &c. &c 



VOL. S.XVL— Sacrxd Poetry of the Sbvbntkbnth Cbntury, (VoL IL,) 

will be published on the 1st of March. 

** The ' Sacred Classic^ is. In our estimation, by far the host taluabls of all 

the periodical collecrioos. We hope ere long to ipeak of some of those inspirecl 

woKKs— for they are no less. The Introductory Essays are exceUent."— JWaoXr- 

toootfs Magazine, 

MASTERPIECES 

OF 

ENGLISH PROSE LITERATURE. 

Now Publishing— on alternate Months with the Sacrbd Classics— in Post 8vd. 
with Portmture Illustrations, i^ Series of the most celebrated TreatiBes on 

PHILOSOPHY, MORALS, EDUCATION, ELOQUENCE, CRITICISM, 
HISTORY, AND POLITICAL SCIENCE ; 

Bg Bacon— Mik»o->£ir Thomas More— Sir Philip Sydnev— Clarendon— Locke— Dryden 
— Swift — Addison — Cowley — BoUngbroke— Lady Russell — Algernon Sydney— Hume- 
Mrs. Uutdlinson— Conyem Middleton— ^bop Berkeley— Lady Montague— Sir Thomas 
Browne— Burke-^ohnson— Sir Joshua Reynolds— Sterne— Adam Smitfi^Payne Knight 
—Hooker, and others. 

WLit^ ^reUminars IBlsconrses anti 'Notes, 
BY J. A. ST. JOHN. 

Veil. I. (pnbUshed on the 1st of Fbbruary,) with Portrait, contains, 

MILTON'S 

ACCOUNT OF HIS OWN STUDIES- 
TENURE OF KINGS-AREOPAGITICA-TRACTATE ON EDUCATION- 
APOLOGY FOR HIS EARLY LIFE AND WRITINGS. &c4c 

With a Prblihinary Discoursx and Notbs by the Editor. 

" There is much reason for regretting that the Prosb Works of MilTok 
should be in the hands of so few readers, considering the advantage which might be 
derived to our literature fiom the ttody of their original and ncr/ous doquence."— 
Dr, Summer, BMtop qf Wincheeter. 



J, Ridcerb^, Printer, SherUmm Jjme. 



